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BOOK I.

OF GOVERNMENT

CHAPTER I.

PRELIMINARY PRIXCIPLES.*

The Presbyterian Church in the United

States ofAmerica, in presenting to the Christian

public the system of union, and the form of

government and discipline which they have
adopted, have thought proper to state, by way
of introduction, a few of the general principles

by which they have been govern'-d in the

formation of the plan. This, it is hoped, will,

* Note.—This introductory chapter, with the exception
of the first sentence, was first dmwn up by the Synod of

New York and Pbihidelpliia. and prefixed to the Form
of Government. &c., as published by that body in 1788.
In that year, after arranging the plan on which the Pres-

byterian Church is now governed, the Synod was divided

into four Synols. and gave place to the General Assem-
bly which met for \\\9 first time in 1789.
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406 FORM OF GOVER^MEN^.

in some measure, prevent those rash miscon*

Btructions, and uncandid reflections, Mhich
usually proceed from an imperfect view of any
subject ; as well as make the several parts of

the system plain, and the whole perspicuous

and fully understood.

They are unanimously of opinion :

I. That " God alone is Lord of the con-

" science ; and hath left it free from the doc
** trine and commandments of men, which are

**in any thing contrary to his w^ord, or beside
*^ it in matters of faith or worship :" Therefore

they consider the rights of private judgment, in

all matters that respect religion, as universal

and unalienable : they do not even wish to see

any religious constitution aided by the civil

power, further than may be necessary for pro-

tection and security, and, at the same time, be

equal and common to all others.

II. That, in perfect consistency with the

above principle of common right, every Chris-

tian church, or union or association of particu-

lar churches, is entitled to declare the terms of

admission into its communion, and the quali-

fications of its ministers and members, as well

as the whole system of its internal government
which Christ hath appointed : that, in the ex-

ercise of this right, they may, notwithstanding,

err, in making the terms of communion either

too lax or too narrow
;
yet, even in this case,

they do not infringe upon the liberty, or the

rights of others, but onlj make an improper

use of their own.
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III. That our blessed Saviour, for the edifi-

cation of the visible churchy -ft-hich is his body,

hath appointed officers, not only to preach the

gospel and adminuter the sacraments ; but

also to exercise discipline, for the preservation

both of truth and duty ; and, that it is incum-

bent upon these officers^ and upon the whole

church, in whose name they act, to censure or

cast out the erroneous and scandalous ; observ-

ing, in all cases, the rules contained in the word
of God.

IV. That truth is in order to goodness ; and
the great touchstone of truth, its tendency to

promote holiness ; according to our Saviour's

rule, " by their fruits ye shall know them."

And that no opinion can be either more perni-

cious or more absurd, than that which brings

truth and falsehood upon a level, and repre-

sents it as of no consequence what a man's
opinions are. On the contrary, they are per-

suaded that there is an inseparable connection

between faith and practice, truth and duty.

Otherwise it would be of no consequence either

to discover truth, or to embrace it.

V. That while under the conviction of the

above principle, they think it necessary to

make effectual provision, that all who are ad-

mitted as teachers, be sound in the faith ; they

also believe that there are truths and forms,

with respect to which men of good characters

and principles may differ. And in all these

they think it the duty, both of private Christiarui
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and societies, to exercise mutual forbearance

towards each other.

VI. That though the character, qualifica-

tions, and authority of church officers, are laid

down in the holy Scriptures, as well as the

proper method of their investiture and institu-

tion
;
yet the election of the persons to the

exercise of this authority, in any particular

society, is in that society.

VII. That all church power, whether exer-

cised by the body in general, or in the way of

representation by delegated authority, is only

ministerial and declarative ; that is to say,

that the Holy Scriptures are the only rule of

faith and manners ; that no church judicatory

ought to pretend to make laws, to bind the

conscience in virtue of their own authority
;

and that all their decisions should be founded
upon the revealed will of God. Now though
it will easily be admitted, that all synods and
councils may err, through the frailty insepara-

ble from humanity
;
yet there is much greater

danger from the usurped claim of making laws,

than from the right of judging upon laws al-

ready made, and common to all who profess

the grspel ; although this right, as necessity

requires in the present state, be lodged with

fallible men.
VIII. Lastly. That, if the preceding scrip-

tural and rational principles be steadfastly ad-

hered to, the vigour and strictness of its dis-

cipline will contribute to the glory and
happiness of %ny church Since ecclesiaatical
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discipline must be purely moral or spiritual in

Its object, and not attended with any civil

effects, it can derive no force whatever, but

from its own justice, *he approbation of an im-

partial public, and the countenance and bles-

sing of the great Head of the church universal.

CHAPTER II.

OF THE CHURCH.

I. Jesus Christ, who is now exalted far

above all principality and power,* hath erected,

in this world, a kingdom, which is his church.^

II. The universal church consists of all those

persons, in every nation, together with their

children who make profession of the holy reli-

gion of Christ, and of submission to his laws."

» Eph. i. 20, 21. When he raised him from the dead,

pnd set him at his own right hand in the heavenly plases,

tar above all principality, and power, and might, and do-

minion, and every name that is named, not only in this

world, but also in that which is to come. Psa. Ixviii. 18.

Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity cap-
tive : thou hast received gifts for men ; yea, for the rebel-

lious also, that the Lord God might dwell among them.
*> Psa. ii. 6. Yet have I set my king upon ray holy

hill of Zion. Dan. vii. 14 —There was given him domin-
ion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations,

and languages, should serve him ; his dominion is an ever-

lasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his

kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. Eph. i. 22,

23. And hath put all things under his feet, and gave
him to be the head over all things to the church, which is

his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

« Rev. V. 9. And hast redeemed us to God by thj

?6
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III. As this immense multitude cannot meet
together in one place, to hold conmunion, or

to worship God, it is reasonable, and warranted

by Scripture example, 1;hat they should be
divided into many particular churches.*^

IV. A particular church consists of a num-
ber of professing Christians, with their offspring,

voluntarily associated together, for divine wor-

ship and godly living, agreeably to the Holy
Scriptures ;

® and submitting to a certain form

of government. ^

blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and
nation. Acts ii. 39. For the promise is unto you, and
to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many
as the Lord our God shall call. 1 Cor. i, 2, compared
•with 2 Cor. ix. 13.

^ Gal. i. 21, 22. Afterwards I came into the regions

of Syria and Cilicia : and was unknown by face unto the

churches of Judea which were in Christ. Rev. i. 4, 20.

John to the seven churches which are in Asia : Grace be
unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was,
and which is to come : and from the seven spirits wliich

are before his throne.—The mystery of the seven stars

which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden
candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven
churches ; and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest
are the seven churches. See also Rev. ii. 1.

• Acts ii. 41, 47. Then they that gladly received his

ivord were baptized ; and the same day there were added
into them about three thousand souls. Pr.iising God,
and having favour with all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily such as should be saved. 1

Cjr. vii. 14. For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by
the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the

hjusband ; else were your children unclean ; but now are
they holy. Acts ii. 39. Mark x. 14, compared with Matt,
xix. 13, 14, and Luke xviii. 15, IG.

' Heb viii. 6. Who serve unta the example and
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CHAPTER III.

OF THE OFFICERS OF THE CHURDH.

I. Our blessed Lord at first collected his

church out of different nations, ^ and fcrmed

it into one body,^ by the mission of men en-

dued with miraculous gifts, which have long

since ceased.'

II. The ordinary and perpetual officers in

the church are Bishops, or Pastors ; •" the

Bbado-w of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of

God when he was about to make the tabernacle ; for, See
(saith he) that thou make all things according to the pat-

tern showed to thee in the mount. Gal. vi. IG. And as

many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them,
and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

s Psa. ii. 8. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the hea-
then for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the
earth for thy possession. Rev. vii. 9. After this, I be-
held, and lo, a great multitude, which no man could num-
ber, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues,

Btood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed

with white robes, and palms in their hands.
h 1 Cor. X. 17. For we, being many, are one bread,

and one body : for we are all partakers of that one bread.

See also Eph. iv. 16. Col. ii. 19.

i Matt. X. 1, 8. And when he had called unto him his

twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spi-

rits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness,

and all manner of disease, &c.
i 1 Tim. iii. 1. If a man desire the office of a bishop,

he desireth a good work. Eph. iv. 11, 12. And he gave
some, apostles ; and some, prophets ; and some, evange-
lists ; and some, pastors and teachers ; for the perfecting

of the saints, for the Avork of the ministry for the edify-

Vng of the body of Christ.
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representatives of the people, usually styled

Kuling Elders ; ^ and Deacons.^

CHAPTER IV.

OF BISHOPS OR PASTORS.

The pastoral office is the first in the church,

both for dignity and usefulness."" The person

who fills this office, hath, in Scripture, obtained

difi'erent names expressive of his various duties.

As he has the oversight of the flock of Christ,

be is termed bishop.* "^ As he feeds them

with spiritual food, he is termed pastor.® As
be serves Christ in his church, he is termed

minister.P As it is his duty to be grave and

k 1 Tim. V. 17. Let the elders that rule "well, be
counted worthy of double honour.

I Phil. i. 1. To all the saints in Christ Jesus which

are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons.
»" Rom. xi. 13.

" Acts XX, 28, Take heed therefore, unto yourselves,

and to all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath

made you overseers, [bishops] to feed the church of God,

which he hath purchased with his own blood.
o Jer. iii. 15, And I will give you pastors according

to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and
understanding. 1 Pet. v. 2, 3, 4,

r 1 Cor. iv. 1. Let a man so account of us, as of

the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of

* As the ofi&ce and character of the gospel minister is

particularly and fully described in the Holy Scriptures,

under the title of bishop ; and as this term is peculiarly

expressive of his duty as an c^srseer of the flock, it ought

rot to lie rejected.
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prudent, and an example of the flo.kj txnd to

orovern well in the house and kincrdom of

Christ, he is termed presbyter or elder. ^ Aa
he is the messenger of God, he is termed the

angel of the church. ' As he is sent to declare

the will of God to sinners, and to beseech them
to be reconciled to God through Christ, he is

termed ambassador. ^ And, as he dispenses the

manifold grace of God, and the ordinances in-

stituted by Christ, he is termed steward of the

mysteries of God.

'

CHAPTER V.

OF RULING ELDERS.

Ruling elders are properly the representa-

God. 2 Cor. iii. 6. Who also hath made us able minis-

ters of the New Testament.

q 1 Pet. V. 1. The elders which are among jou I

exhort, who am also an eldex', and a witness of the suffer-

ings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that

shall be revealed. See also Tit. i. 5. 1 Tim. v. 1,

17, 19.

' Rev. ii. 1. Unto the angel of the church of Ephe-
§us write. Rev. i. 20.—The seven stars are the angels

of the seven churches. See also Rev. iii. 1, 7. Mai.
a. 7.

• 2 Cor. V. 20. Now then we are ambassadors for

Christ, as though God did beseech you by us ; we pray
you, in Christ's stead, be yc reconciled to God. Enh.
vi. 20.

• Luke xii. 42. Who then is that faithful and wise
steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his house-
hold to give them their portion of meat in due season ?

1 Cor iv. 1, 2.—Moreover, it *s required in stewards tha*

a man be found faithful.
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tives of the people, chcsen by them for the pur

pose of exercising government and discipline,

in conjunction with pastors or ministers. *

This office has been understood, by a great

part of the Protestant Reformed Churches, to

be designated in the holy Scriptures, by the

title of governments ; and of those who rule

well, but do not labour in the word and doc-

trine.
^

CHAPTER VI.

OF DEACONS.

The Scriptures clearly point out deacons

as distinct officers in the church, ^ whose
business it is to take care of the poor, and to

distribute among them the collections which

may be raised for their use. "^ To them
also may be properly committed the ma-

u 1 Tim. V. 17. Let the elders that rule well be
counted worthy of double honour, especially they who
labour in the word and doctrine. Rom. xii. 7, 8. Acta
XV. 25.

' 1 Cor. xii. 28. And God hath set some in the

church, first, apostles ; secondarily, prophets ; tliirdly,

teachers ; after that miracles ; then gifts of healings,

helps, governments, diversities of tongues. See letter

(tt) above.
w Phil. i. 1. 1 Tim. iii. 8 to 15.

X Acts vi. 1, 2. And in those days, when the number
»f the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring*
of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their wid-

ows were neglected in the daily ministration. Then thi

twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them,

ard said, It is not reason that w» should leave the wori
o( G )d ard serve tables.
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nagement of the temporal affairs of the

church.

y

CHAPTER YII.

OP ORl IXAXCES IN A PARTICULAR CHURCH.

The ordinances established by Christ, the

head, in a particular church, which is regu-

larly constituted with its proper officers, " are

prayer, * singing praises, ^ reading, ° ex-

pounding and preaching the word of God ;
*

y Acts vi. 3, 5, 6. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out
among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy
Ghost find wisdom, whom we may appoint over this

business.—And the saying pleased the whole multitude

:

and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the

Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor,

and Timon, and Parmenas. and Nicolas, a proselyte of

Antioch : whom they set before the apostles : and when
they had prayed, they laid their hands on them.

« 1 Cor. xiV. 26, 33, 40. Let all things be done unto
edifying.—For God is not the author of confusion, but
of peace, as in all churches of the saints.—Let all things

be done decently, and in order.

« Acts vi. 4. But we will give ourselves continually to

prayer, and to the ministry of the word. 1 Tim. ii. 1.

'' Col. iii. 16. Teaching and admonishing one another

In psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with
grace in your hearts to the Lord. Psa. ix. 11. Eph. v. 19.

Also Col. iv. 16.
c Acts XV. 21. Luke iv. 16, 17.

^ Titus i. 9 Holding fast the faithfur word as he
hath been tarught, that he may be able by sound doctrine

both to exhort and convince the gainsay ers. Acts x. 42
—He commanded us to preach unto the people. See also

Acxa xxviii. 23 Luke xxiv 47. 2 Tim iv. 2. Acti
Ix. 20.
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administering baptism and the Lord's sup-

per; ® public solemn fasting and th.inka-

giving, ^ catechizing, ^ making collections

for the poor and other pious purposes ;
*

e Matt, xxviii. 19, 20. Go ye, therefore, and teach all

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, &c. And Mark xvi.

15, 16. 1 Cor. xi. 23, 24, 25, 26. For I have received

of the Lord, that which also I delivered unto you, that

the Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was betrayed,

took bread : and when he had given thanks, he brake it,

and said, Take, eat; this is my body, which is broken
for you: this do in remembrance of me. After the same
manner also, he took the cup, when he had supped, saying,

This cup is the New Testament in my blood: this do ye,

as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often

as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup. ye do show the

Lord's death till he come. Compared with 1 Cor. x. 16.
f Luke V. 35. But the days will come, when the

bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then
shall they fast in those days. Psa. 1. 14. Offer unto
God thanksgiving : and pay thy vows unto the Most High.
Phil. iv. 6.—In every thing, by prayer and supplication,

with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto
God. See 1 Tim. ii. 1. Psa. xcv. 2.

K Heb. V. 12. For when for the time ye ought to be
teachers, ye have need that one teach you again, which
be the first principles of the oracles of God ; and are be-

come such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat
h 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2, 3, 4. Now concerning the collec-

tion for the saints, as I have given order to the churches
of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the

week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God
hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I

come. And Avhen I come, whomsoever ye shall approve
by your letters, them will I send to bring your liberality

unto Jerusalem. And if it be meet that I go f.lso, they
Bhall go with me. Gal. ii. 10. Only they would that we
should remember the poor; the same whiih I also wa«
forward to do.
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gxercising discipline ;
' and blessing the pe<^

ple.J

CHAPTER YIII.

01 cnmcn government, and the several kinds of

JUDICATORIES.

I. It is absolutely necessary that the govern-

ment of the church be exercised under some
certain and definite form. ^ And we hold it

to be expedient, and agreeable to Scripture and
the practice of the primitive Christians, that tbi

church be governed by congregational, presby-

terial, and synodical assemblies. In full con-

i Heb. xiii. 17. Obey them that have the rule over

you, and submit yourselves : for they watch for your
souls, as they that must give xccount ; that they may do
it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable

for you. 1 Thess. v. 12, 13. And we beseech you,
brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are
over you in the Lord, and admonish you ; and to esteem
them very highly in love for their work's sake. And bo
at peace among yourselves.

J 2 Cor. xiii. 14. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,

and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Ghost, be with you all. Amen. Eph. i. 2. Grace be to

you, and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord
Jesus Christ.

^ Ezek. xliii. 11, 12. Show them the form of the
house, and the fashion thereof, and the goings-out there-

of, and the coraings-in thereof, and all the forms thereof,

and all the ordinances thereof, and all the forms thereof,

and all the laws thereof: and write it in their sight
that they may keep the whole form thereof, and all the
ordinanoa t'lereof, and do them. Tbjs is the law of th©
ho 350-
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Bistency with this belief, we embrace, m the

spirit of charity, those Christians who differ

from us, in opinion ar.'i practice, on these sub-

jects.
^

II. These assemblies ought not to possess

any civil jurisdiction, nor to inflict any civil

penalties.™ Their power is wholly moral or

spiritual, and that only ministerial and declara-

tive. ^ They possess the right of requiring

obedience to the laws of Christ; and of ex-

cluding the disobedient and disorderly from the

privileges of the church. To give efhciency,

however, to this necessary and scriptural au-

thority, they possess the powers requisite for

obtaining evidence and inflicting censure.

They can call before them any offender against

the order and government of the church ; they

can require members of their own society to

appear and give testimony in the cause ; but

the highest punishment to which their authority

extends, is to exclude the contumacious and
impenitent from the congregation of believers. «

I Acts XV. 5, 6. But there lose up certain of the sect

of the Pharisees, which believed, sajing, That it wa3
needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep
the law of Moses. And the apostles and elders came to-

gether fur to consider of this matter.
» Luke xii. 13, 14. And one of the company said unto

him. Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the in-

heritance with me. And he said unto him, Man, who
made me judge or a divider over you? John xviii. 36.

—

My kingdom is not oi' this world.

Acts XV. from the 1st to the 32d verse.
o Matt, xviii. 16, IG, 17, 18, 19, 20. Moreover, if

itkj brother shall trespass \gaiust thee, go and tell him



rORM OF GOVERNMENT 419

CHAPTER IX.

OF THE CHURCH SESSION.

T. The Church session consists of the pastor

or pastors, and ruling elders, of a particular

cono^regation. ^

II. Of this judicatory, two elders, if there be

as many in the congregation, with the pastor,

Bhall be necessary to constitute a quorum.

III. The pastor of the congregation shall

always be the moderator of the session ; except

when, for prudential reasons, it may appear

advisable that some other minister should be

inyited to preside ; in which case the pastor

may, with the concurrence of the session, in-

vite such other minister as they may see meet,

belonging to the same presbytery, to preside in

his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear
thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not

hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in

the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be
established. And if he shall nefrlect to hear them, tell

it unto the church : but if he neglect to hear the church,

let him be unto thee as a heathen man and a publican.

Verily 1 say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on
earth, shall be bound in heaven : and whatsoever ye
shall loose on earth, shall be loosed in heaven. 1 Cor
V. 4, 6. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye
are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of

our Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one unto Satan,

for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be
Baved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

P 1 Cor. v, 4. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the

powei of our Lord Jesus Christ
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that case. The same expedient maybe adopted

in case ol the sickness or absence of the pastor.

IV. It is expedient, at every meeting of the

session, more especially when constituted for

judicial business, that there be a presiding

minister. When, therefore, a church is with-

out a pastor, the moderator of tho session shall

be, either the minister appointed for that pur-

pose by the presbytery, or one invited by the

session to preside on a particular occasion. But
vrhere it is impracticable, without great incon-

venience, to procure the attendance of such a

moderator, the session may proceed without it.

V. In congregations where there are two or

more pastors, they shall, when present, alter-

nately preside in the session.

VI. The Church session is charged with

maintaining the spiritual government of the

congregation ;
'^ for which purpose, they have

power to inquire into the knowledge and
Christian conduct of the members of the

church ;
^ to call before them offenders and

witnesses, being members of their own congre-

gation, and to introduce other witnesses, where
it may be necessary to bring the process to

issue, and when they can be procured to at-

tend ; to receive members into the church ; to

q Heb. xiii. 17. Obey them that have the rule o<er
you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your
Boulfl, as they that must give account ; that they may do
it with joy, and not with grief. 1 Thess. v. 12, 13, and
1 Tim. V. 17.

' flzfk. xxxiy. 4.
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admonish, to lebuke, to suspend, oi ixclud©

from the sacraments, those who are found to^

deserve censure ;
^ to concert the best measures

for promoting the spiritual interests of the con-

gregation ; and to appoint delegates to the

higher judicatories of the church.*

VII. The pastor has power to convene the

session when he may judge it requisite ; ° and
he shall always convene them when requested

to do so by any two of the elders. The session

shall also convene when directed so to do by
the presbytery.

yill. Every session shall keep a fair record

of its proceedings ; which record shall be, at

least once in every year, submitted to the in-

spection of the presbytery.

IX. It is important that every church ses-

sion keep a fair register of marriages ; of bap-

tisms, with the times of the birth of the indi-

viduals baptized; of persons admitted to the

Lord's table, and of the deaths, and other re-

movals of church members.

» 1 Thess. V. 12, 13. And we beseech you, brethren,

to know them which Uibour among jou, and are over you
in the Lord, and admonish you; and to esteem them very
highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace
among yourselves. See also 2 Thess. iii. 6, 14, 16. 1

Cor. xi. 27 to the end,
* Acts XV. 2, 6. When therfore Paul and Barnabas

had no small dissension and disputation with them, they
determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of

them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and
elders, about this question.—And the apostles and elders

came together for to consider of this matter.

Acts. XX. 17

80
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CHAPTER X.

OF THE PRESBYTERY.

I. The Chmch being divided into many
separate congregations, these need mutual
counsel and assistance, in order to preserve

soundness of doctrine, and regularity of disci-

pline, and to enter into common measures for

promoting knowledge and religion, and for

preventing infidelity, error, and immorality/

Hence arise the importance and usefulness of

presbyterial and synodical assemblies.^

II. A presbytery consists of all the min-

isters, in number not less than five, and one

ruling elder from each congregation, within a

certain district.

III. Every congregation, which has a stated

' The church of Jerusalem consisted of more than one,

as is manifest both before and after the dispersion, from
Acts vi. 1, 6. Acts ix. 31. Acts xxi. 20. Acts ii. 41,

46, 47, and iv. 4. These congregations were under one
presbyterial government, proved from Acts xv. 4. Acta
xi. 22, 30. Acts xxi. 17, 18. Acts vi. That the church
of Ephesus had more congregations than one, under a
presbyterial government, appears from Acts xix. 18 19,

20. 1 Cor. xvi. 8, 9, 19, compared with Acts xviii. 19,

24, 26. Acts XX. 17, 18, 25, 28, 30, 31, 36, 37. llev. iL

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6.

" 1 Tim. iv. 14. Neglect not the gift that is in thee,

which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of

the hands of the presbytery. Acts xv. 2, 3, 4, 6, 22.

—

And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were re-

ceived of the church, and of the apostles and elders, and
they declared all things that God had done with them.

—

Ani tk.e apostles and ilders came tog?ther for to consider

rf this matter.
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pastor has a right to be represented by on«
elder ; and every collegiate church by two or

more elders, in proportion to the number of its

pastors.

IV. Where two or more congregations are

united under one pastor, all such congregations

shall have but one elder to represent them.

V. Every vacant congregation, which is reg-

ularly organized, shall be entitled to be repre-

sented by a ruling elder in presbytery.

VI. Every elder not known to the presby-

tery, shall produce a certificate of his regular

appointment from the church which he repre-

sents, ^

VII. Any three ministers, and as many
elders as may be present belonging to the pres-

bytery, being met at the time and place ap-

pointed, shall be a quorum competent to pro-

ceed to business. ^

VIII. The presbytery has power to receive

« Acts XV. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 1 Cor. xiv. 26, 33, 40.—
Let all things be done unto edifying ;—for God is not the
author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churchei
of the saints.—Let all things be done decently and in

order.

y Acts xiv. 26, 27. And thence sailed to Antioch,

from whence they had been recommended to the grace of

God for the work which they fulfilled. And when they
were come, and had gathered the church together, they
rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how he
had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. Com-
pared with Acts xi. 18. Whe:i they heard these things,

they held their peace, ancf gk rifled God, saying, Then
hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto
life.
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and issue appeals from church sessions and

references brought before them in an orderly

manner ;
"^ to examine and license candidates

for the holy ministry ;
^ to ordain, instal, re-

move, and judge ministers ;
° to examine and

approve or censure the records of church ses-

sions ; to resolve questions of doctrine or disci-

pline seriously and reasonably proposed ;
^ to

* Acts XV. 5, 6, 19, 20. But there rose up certain of

the sect of the Pharisees, which believed, saying, that it

was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to

keep the law of Moses. And the apostles and elders came
together for to consider of this matter.—Wherefore my
sentence is, that we trouble not them which from among
the Gentiles are turned to God : but that we write unto

them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and
from fornication, and from things strangled, and from
blood.

a Acts xviii. 24, 27. And a certain Jew named Apollos,

born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the

Scriptures, came to Ephesus.—And when he was disposed

to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the

disciples to receive him. Compared with Acts xix. 1, 2,

8, 4, 5, 6, 7.

b 1 Tim. iv. 14. Neglect not the gift that is in tnee

which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of

the hands of the presbytery. Acts xiii. 2, 3. As they
ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said,

Separate me Barnabas and Saul, for the work whereunto
1 have called them. And when they had fasted and
prayed; and laid their hands on them they sent them
away.

c Acts XV. 28. For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost,

and to us, to lay upon you no greater burdens than these

necessary things. 1 Cor. v. 3.

d Acts XV. 10. Now, therefore, why tempt ye God, to

put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither

our fathers noi we we^e able to bear ? Compared with
Gal. iL 4, 6.
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oondemn erroneous opinions which .Ljure the

purity or peace of the church ;
® to visit par-

ticular churches, for the purpose of inquiring

into their state, and redressing the evils that

may have arisen in them ;
^ to unite or divide

congregations, at the request of the people,

or to form or receive new congregations, and
in general to order whatever pertains to the

spiritual welfare of the churches under their

care. ^

IX. It shall be the duty of the presbytery

to keep a full and fair record of their proceed-

• Acts XV. 22, 23, 24. Then pleased it the apostles and
elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of their

own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas ; namely,
Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Sihis, chief men among
the brethren : and they wrote letters by them after this

manner . The apostles, and elders, and brethren, eend
greeting unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles in

Antioch, and Syria, and Cilicia : forasmuch as we have
heard thac certain which went out from us have troubled
you with words, subverting your souls, saying. Ye must
be circumcised, and keep the law ; to whom we gave no
such commandment.

^ Acts XX. 17. And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus,
and called the elders of the church. Acts vi, 2. Theu
the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them,
and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word
of God, and serve tables. Acts xv. 30. So when they
were dismissed, they came to Antioch ; and when they
had gathered the multitude together, they delivered the

epistle.

s Eph. vi. 18. Praying a tvays with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with
all perseverance and supplication for all saints.—Phil. iv.

6. Be careful for nothing : but in every thing by prayer
and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be
made known unto God.

36 ^
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ings, and to report to the synod, every year,

licensures, ordinations, the receiving or dis-

missing of members, the removal of members
by death, the union or division of congrega-

tions, or the formation of new ones ; and in

general, all the important changes which may
have taken place within then bounds in the

course of the year.

X. The presbytery shall meet on its own
adjournment ; and when any emergency shall

require a meeting sooner than the time to

which it stands adjourned, the moderator, or,

in case of his absence, death, or inability to

act, the stated clerk, shall, with the concur-

rence, or at the request of two ministers and
two elders, the elders being of different con-

gregations, call a special meeting. For this

purpose he shall send a circular letter, specify-

ing the particular business of the intended

meeting, to every minister belonging to the

presbytery, and to the session of every vacant

congregation, in due time previous to the

meeting ; which shall not be less than ten

days. And nothing shall be transacted at

such special meeting besides the particular

business for which the judicatory has been thus

convened.

XI. At every meeting of presbytery, a ser-

mon shall be delivered, if convenient ; and
')very particular session shall be opened and
clrsed with prayer.

XII M nisters in good standing in other
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presbyteries, or in any sister churches, who
may happen to be present, may be invited to

sit with the presbytery, as corresponding mem-
bers. Such members shall be entitled to de-

liberate and advise, but not to vote in any
decisions of the presbytery.

CHAPTER XL

OF THE SYNOD.*

I. As a presbytery is a convention of the

bishops and elders within a certain district

:

so a synod is a convention of the bishops and
elders within a larger district, including at least

three presbyteries. The ratio of the repre-

sentation of elders in the synod is the same as

in the presbytery.

II. Any seven ministers, belonging to the

synod, who shall convene at the time and place

of meeting, with as many elders as may be

present, shall be a quorum to transact synodical

business
;
provided not more than three of the

Baid ministers belong to one presbytery.

III. The same rule, as to corresponding

members, which was laid down with respect to

the presbytery, shall apply to the synod.

* As the proofs already adduced in favour of a pres-

byterial assembly in the government of the church, are
equally valid in support of a synodical assembly, it is

unnecessary to repeat the scriptures to which reference

has b«cn ma.ii undei: Cha;). X., or tc add any other.
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IV. The synod has power to receive and
issue all appeals regularly brought up from
the presbyteries ; to decide on all references

made to them ; to review the records of pres-

byteries, and approve or censure them ; to

redress whatever has been done by presbyte-

ries contrary to order ; to take effectual care

that presbyteries observe the constitution of the

/hurch ; to erect new presbyteries, and unite

or divide those which were before erected
;

generally to take such order with respect to

the presbyteries, sessions, and people under

their care, as may be in conformity with the

^ord of God and the established rules, and

which tend to promote the edification of the

church ; and, finally, to propose to the general

assembly, for their adoption, such measures aa

may be of common advanfage to the whole
church.

V. The synod shall convene at least once in

each year; at the opening of which a sermon

shall be delivered by the moderator, or, in case

of his absence, by some other member ; and
every particular session shall be opened and

closed with prayer.

VI. It shall be the duty of the synod to keep

full and fair records of its proceedings, to sub-

mit them annually to the inspection of the

General Assembly, and to report to the Assem-
bly the number of its presbyteries, and of the

members and alterations of the presbyteries.
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CHAPTER XII.

OP THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.*

I. The General Assembly is the highest ju-

dicatory of the Presbyterian Church. It shall

represent, in one body, all the particular

churches of this denomination ; and shall bear

the title of Tue General Assembly op
THE Presbyterian Church in the United
States of America.

II. The General Assembly shall consist of

an equal delegation of bishops and elders from

each presbytery, in the following proportion
;

viz: each presbytery consisting of not more
than twenty-four ministers, shall send one
minister and one elder ; and each presbytery

consisting of more than twenty-four ministers,

shall send two ministers and two elders; and

* The radical principles of Presbyterian church govern-

ment and discipline are :—That the several different con-

gregations of believers, taken collectively, constitute one
church of Christ, called emphatically the church ;—that a
larger part of the church, or a representation of it, should
govern a smaller, or determine matters of controversy

which arise therein ;—that, in like manner, a representa

tion of the whole should govern and determine in regard
to every part, and to all the parts united ; that is, that a

majority shall govern: and consequently that appeals may
be carried from lower to higher judicatories, till they be

finally decided by the collected wisdom and united voice

of the whole church. For these principles and this pro-

cedure, the example of the apostles, and the practice of

the primitive church, are considered as authority. See
Acts XV, to the 29th verse ; and the proofs adduced under
the laei three chapters
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in the like proportion for every iwtaty-four

ministers in any presbytery : and these dele-

gates, so appointed, shall be styled, Commia-
eioners to the General Assembly.

III. Any fourteen or more of these commiiv-

sioners, one half of whom shall be ministers,

being met on the day, and at the place ap-

pointed, shall be a quorum for the transaction

of business.

ly. The General Assembly shall receive and

issue all appeals and references which may be

regularly brought before them from the inferior

judicatories. They shall review the records of

every synod, and approve or censure them :

they shall give their advice and instruction in

all cases submitted to them in conformity with

the constitution of the church ; and they shah

constitute the bond of union, peace, correspond-

ence, and mutual confidence, among all our

churches.

V. To the General Assembly also belongs the

power of deciding in all controversies respect-

ing doctrine and discipline ; of reproving, warn-

ing, or bearing testimony against error in doc

trine, or immorality in practice, in any church,

presbytery, or synod ; of erecting new synods

when it may be judged necessary ; of superin-

tending the concerns of the whole church ; of

corresponding with foreign churches, on such

torms as may be agreed upon by the Assembly

and the corresponding body ; of suppressing

echismatical contentions and disputations ; and,
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in general, of recommending and attempting

reformation, of manners, and the promotion of

charity, truth, and holiness, through all the

churches under their care.

VI. Before any overtures or regulations pro-

posed by the Assembly to be established as

constitutional rules, shall be obligatory on the

churches, it shall be necessary to transmit

them to all the presbyteries, and to receive the

returns of at least a majority of them, in wri-

ting, approving thereof.

VII. The General Assembly shall meet at

least once in every year. On the day appointed

for that purpose, the moderator of the last As-
sembly, if present, or in case of his absence,

some other minister, shall open the meeting
with a sermon, and preside until a new mode-
rator be chosen. No commissioner shall have

a right to deliberate or vote in the Assembly,

until his name shall have been enrolled by the

clerk, and his commission examined, and filed

among the papers of the Assembly.
VIII. Each session of the Assembly shall be

opened and closed with prayer. And the whole

business of the Assembly being finished, and the

vote taken for dissolving the present Assembly,
the moderator shall say from the chair,—"By
'' virtue of the authority delegated to me, by
" the church, let this General Assembly be dis-

•' solved, and I do hereby dissolve it, and re-

" quire another General Assembly, chosen in

" the same manner, to meet at

"on the dajof A. D. "—
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after which he shall pray and return thanks,

and pronounce on those present the apostolifl

benediction.

CHAPTER XIII.

OF ELECTING A]ST) ORDAINING KULING ELDERS AND
DEACONS.

I. Having defined the officers of the church,

and the judicatories by which it shall be gov-

erned, it is proper here to prescribe the mode
in which ecclesiastical rulers should be ordained

to their respective offices, as well as some of the

principles by which they shall be regulated in

discharging their several duties.

II. Every congregation shall elect persons

to the office of ruling elder, and to the office of

deacon, or either of them, in the mode most

approved and in use in that congregation.**

But in all cases the persons elected must be

male members in full communion in the church

in which they are to exercise their office.

III. When any person shall have been

elected to either of these offices, and shall have

declared his willingness to accept thereof, hs

shall be set apart in the following manner :

IV. After sermonj the minister shall state,

m a concise fljanner, the warrant and naturo

©f the office of ruling elder or deacon, tjgether

with the character proper to be sustained, and

the duties to be fulfilled by the officer elect

:

»» 1 Oor. xiv. 40.
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having done this, he shall propose to the can-

didate, in the presence of the congregation, the

following questions :—viz.

1. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old
and New Testaments to be the word of God,

the only infallible rule of faith and practice ?

2. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the

confession of faith of this church, as containing

the system of doctrine taught in the Holy
Scriptures ?

3. Do you approve of the government and
discipline of the Presbyterian church in these

United States ?

4. Do you accept the office of ruling elder

(or deacon, as the case may be) in this congre-

gation, and promise faithfully to perform all the

duties thereof?

5. Do you promise to study the peace, unity,

and purity of the church ?

The elder, or deacon elect, having answered
these questions in the affirmative, the minister

shall address to the members of the church the

following question :—viz.

Do you, the members of this church, acknow-
ledge and receive this brother as a ruling elder,

(or deacon) and do you promise to yield him all

that honour, encouragement, and obedience, in

the Lord, to which his office, according to the

word of God, and the constitution of this

church, entitles him?
The members of the church having answered

this question in the affirmative, by holding up
their right hands, the minister f hall proceed to

37
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set apart the candidate, by prayer, to the office

^f ruling elder, (or deacon, as the * case may
be) and shall gire to him, and to the congrega-

tion, an exhortation suited to the occasion.

V. ^Vhere there is an existing session, it is

proper that the members of that body, at the

close of the service, and in the face of the con-

gregation, take the newly ordained elder by the

hand, saying in words to this purpose,—" We
" give you the right hand of fellowship, to take

"part of this office with us."

yi. The offices of ruling elder and deacon

are both perpetual, and cannot be laid aside at

pleasure. No person can be divested of either

office but by deposition. Yet an elder or dea-

con may become, by age or infirmity, incapable

of performing the duties of his office ; or he

may, though chargeable with neither heresy

nor immorality, become unacceptable, in his

official character, to a majority of the congre-

gation to which he belongs. In either of these

cases he may, as often happens with respect

to a minister, cease to be an acting elder or

deacon.

VII. Whenever a ruling elder or deacon,

from either of thes3 causes, or from any other,

not inferring crime, shall be incapallo of serv-

ing the church to edification, the session shall

take order on the subject, and state the fact,

together with the reasons of it, on their re-

cords. Provided always, that nothing of this

kind shall be done without the concurrence of

I Acts vi. 5, 6.
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the individual in question, unless by the advice
of presbytery.

VIII. If any particular church, by a vote of

members in full communion, shall prefer to elect

ruling elders for a limited time in the exercise of

their functions, this may be done
;
provided, the

full time be not less than three years, and the ses-

sion be made to consist of three classes, one of

which only shall be elected every year ; and pro-

vided, that elders, once ordained, shall not be di-

vested of the office when they are not re-elected,

but shall be entitled to represent that particular

church in the higher judicatories, when appointed

by the session or the presbytery.

CHAPTER XIV.
OF LICENSING CANDIDATES OR PROBATIONERS TO

PREACH THE GOSPEL

I. The Holy Scriptures require that somto

trial be previously had of them who are to be
ordained to the ministry of the gospel, that this

sacred office may not be degraded, by being

committed to w^eak or unworthy men ; •> and
that the churches may have an opportunity to

form a better judgment respecting the talents

of those by whom they are to be instructed

and governed. For this purpose presbyteries

shall license probationers to preach the gospel,

that after a competent trial of their talents, and
receiving from the churches a good report,

J 1 Tim. iii. 6. 2 Tim. ii. 2.
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they may, in due time, ordain them to the sa-

cred office.
^

II. Every candidate for licensure shall be

taken on trials by that presbytery to which he
most naturally belongs ; and he shall be con-

sidered as most naturally belonging to that

presbytery within the bounds of which he has

ordinarily resided. But in case any candidate

should find it more convenient to put himself

under the care of a presbytery at a distance

from that to which he most naturally belongs,

he may be received by the said presbytery, on
his producing testimonials either from the pres-

bytery within the bounds of which he has com-
monly resided, or from any two ministers of

that presbytery in good standing, of his exem-
plary piety, and other requisite qualifications.

III. It is proper and requisite that candi-

dates applying to the presbytery to be licensed

to preach the gospel, produce satisfactory tes-

timonials of their good moral character, and
of their being regular members of some par-

ticular church. And it is the duty of the

presbytery, for their satisfaction with regard to

the real piety of such candidates, to examine
them respecting their experimental acquaint-

ance with religion, and the motives which influ-

ence them to desire the sacred office. ^ This

examination shall be close and particular, and,

in most cases, may best be conducted in the

k 1 Tim. iii. 7. :i John 12.

1 Rom. ii. 21, in vonnection with letter (J), page 435.
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presence of the presbytery only. And it is recom-
mended that the candidate be also required to

produce a diploma of bachelor or master of arts,

from some college or university : or, at least,

authentic testimonials of his having gone through
a regular course of learning.

IV. Because it is highly reproachful to reli-

gion, and dangerous to the church, to intrust

the holy ministry to weak and ignorant men, ™

the presbytery shall try each candidate, as to

his knowledge of the Latin language ; and the

original languages in which the Holy Scrip-

tures were written. They shall also examine
him on the arts and sciences ; on theology,

natural and revealed; and on ecclesiastical

history, the sacraments, and church govern-

ment. And in order to make trial of his tal-

ents to explain and vindicate, and practically

to enforce, the doctrines of the gospel, the

presbytery shall require of him,

1. A Latin exegesis on some common head

in divinity.

2. A critical exercise ; in which the candi-

date shall give a specimen of his taste and
judgment in sacred criticism

;
presenting an

explication of the original text, stating its con-

nection, illustrating irs force and beauties, re-

moving its difficulties, and solving any import-

ant questions which it may present.

3. A lecture, or exposition of several verses

of scripture ; and,

4. A popular sermon.

m See letter {J), and {k), pages 435, 436,
37*
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V. These, or other similar exercises, at the

discretion of the preshytery, shall be exhibited

until they shall have obtained satisfaction as to

the candidate's piety, literature, and aptness to

teach in the churches."^ The lecture and popu-

lar sermon, if the presbytery think proper, may
be delivered in the presence of a congregation.

VI. That the most effectual measures may
be taken to guard against the admission of in-

sufficient men into the sacred office,** it is recom-

mended that no candidate, except in extraordi-

nary cases, be licensed, unless, after his hav-

ing completed the usual course of academical

studies, he shall have studied divinity at least

two years, under some approved divine or pro-»

fessor of theology.

VII. If the presbytery be satisfied with his

trials, they shall then proceed to license him in

the following manner : The moderator shall

propose to him the following questions : viz.

1. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old

and New Testaments to be the word of God,

and only infallible rule of faith and practice ?

2. Do you sincerely receive and adopt tne

confession of faith of this church, as contain-

f.ng the system of doctrine taught in the Holy

Scriptures ?

3. Do you promise to study the peace, unity,

and purity of the church ?

a Tim. iii. 2.—Apt to teach. See also the foregoing

quc^.ations.

Se€ lettei (J),
page 435.
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4. Do you promise to submit yourself, in th«

Lord, to the government of this presbytery, or

of any other presbytery in the bounds of which

you may be called ?

YIII. The candidate having answered these

questions in the affirmative, and the moderator

having offered up a prayer suitable to the oc-

casion, he shall address himself to the candi-

date to the following purpose •—" In the name
" of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by that autho-
*' rity which he hath given to the church for
*' its edification, we do license you to preach
" the gospel, wherever God in his providence

"may call you : and for this purpose, may the
" blessing of God rest upon you, and the Spirit
** of Christ fill your heart.

—

Amen!'' and re-

cord shall be made of the licensure in the fol-

lowing or like form : viz.

At the day of

the presbytery of having

received testimonials in favour of

of his having gone tnrough a regular course

of literature ; of his good moral character

;

and of his being in the communion of the

church
;
proceeded to take the usual parts of

trial for his licensure : and he having given

satisfaction as to his accomplishments in litera-

ture ; as to his experimental acquaintance with

religion ; and as to his proficiency in divinity

and other studies; the presbytery did, and
hereby do, express their approbation of all

these part 3 of trial anl he having adopted
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the confession of faith of this church, ani pat*

isfactorily answered the questions appointed to

be put to candidates to be licensed ; the pres-

byter}^ did, and hereby do license him, the said

to preach the Gospel of Christ,

as a probationer for the holy ministry, within

the bounds of this presbytery, or wherever

else he shall be orderly called.

IX. When any candidate for licensure shall

have occasion wliile his trials are going oii, to

remove from the bounds of his own presbytery

into those of another, it shall be considered as

regular for the latter presbytery, on his produ-

cing proper testimonials from the former to

take up his trials at the point at which they

were left, and conduct them to a conclusion, in

the same manner as if they had been com-

menced by themselves.

X. In like manner, when any candidate,

after licensure, shall, by the permission of his

presbytery, remove without its limits, an ex-

tract of the record of his licensure, accompanied

with a presbyterial recommendation, signed by

the clerk, shall be his testimonials to the pres-

bytery under whose care he shall come.

XI. When a licentiate shall have been

preaching for a considerable time, and his ser-

vices do not appear to be edifying to the

churches, the presbytery may, if tbey think

proper, recall his license.
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CHAPTER XY.

OF THE ELECTION AND ORDINATION OF BISHOPS OR
PASTORS, AND EVANGELISTS.

I. When any probationer shall have preach-

ed so much to the satisfaction of any congre-

gation, as that the people appear prepared to

elect a pastor, the session shall take raeasures

to convene them for this purpose : and it shall

always be a duty of the session to convene
them, when a majority of the persons entitled

to vote in the case, shall, by a petition, request

that a meeting may be called.

II. When such a meeting is intended, the

session shall solicit the presence and counsel of

some neighbouring minister to assist them iu

conducting the election contemplated, unless

highly inconvenient on account of distance ; in

which case they may proceed without such as-

sistance.

III. On a Lord's-day, immediately after pub-

lic worship, it shall be intimated from the pul-

pit, that all the members of that congregation

are requested to meet on ensuing,

at the church, or usual place for holding publio

worship; then and there, if it be agreeable to

them, to proceed tc the election of a pastor for

that congregation.

IV. On the day appointed, the minister in-

vited to preside, if he be present, shall, if it bu
deemed expedieut, preach a sermon; and after

sermo i he shall announce to the neople, that
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he will immediatoiy proceed to take the lotes of

the electors of that congregation, for a pastor,

if such he their desire : and when this desire

shall be expressed by a majority of voices, he

Bhall then proceed to take votes accordingly.

In this election, no person shall be entitled to

vote who refuses to submit to the censures of

the church, regularly administered ; or who does

not contribute his just proportion, according to

his own engagements, or the rules of that con-

gregation, to all its necessary expenses.

V. When the votes are taken, if it appear

that a large minority of the people are averse

from the candidate who has a majority of votes,

and cannot be induced to concur in the call, the

presiding minister shall endeavour to dissuade

the congregation from prosecuting it further.

But if the people be nearly, or entirely, unani-

mous ; or if the majority shall insist upon their

right to call a pastor, the presiding minister, in

that case, after using his utmost endeavours to

persuade the congregation to unanimity, shall

proceed to draw a call, in due form, and to have

it subscribed by the electors ; certifying at the

Bame time, in writing, the number and circum-

stances cf those who do not concur in the call

;

all which proceedings shall be laid before the

presbytery, together with the call.

VI. The call shall be in the following or like

form : viz.

The congregation of being, on

sufficient grounds, well satisfied of the ministe-
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rial qiinlifications of you and
Having good hopes, from our past experience

of your labours, that your ministrations in the

Gospel will be profitable to our spiritual inter-

ests, do earnestly call and desire you to under-

take the pastoral office in said cong^-egation

;

promising you, in the discharge of your duty,

all proper support, encouragement, and obe-

dience in the Lord. And that you may be free

from worldly cares and avocations, we hereby

promise and oblige ourselves to pay to you the

sum of in regular quar-

terly (or half yearly, or yearly) payments,

during the time of your being and continuing

the regular pastor of this church. In testimony

whereof, we have respectively subscribed our

names, this day of A. D.
Attested hy A. B., Moderator of the meeting,

VII. But if any congregation shall choose to

8uT3scribe their call by their elders and deacons,

or by their trustees, or by a select committee,

they shall be at liberty to do so. But it shall,

in such case, be fully certified to the presbytery,

by the minister, or other person who presided,

that the persons signing have been appointed,

for this purpose, by a public vote of the con-

gregation ; and that the call has been, in all

other respects, prepared as above directed.

VIII. When a call shall be presented to any
minister or candidate, it shall always be viewed

as a sufficient petition from the people for his

instalment. The acceptance of a call, by %



444 FORM OF GOVERNMENT.

minister or candidate, shall always be consid*

ered as a request, on his part, to be installed

at the same time. And when a candidate shall

be ordained in consequence of a call from any
congregation, the presbytery shall, at the same
time, it* practicable, install him pastor of that

congregation.

IX. The call, thus prepared, shall be pre-

sented to the presbytery, under whose care the

person called shall be ; that, if the presbytery

think it expedient to present the call to him, it

may be accordingly presented: and no minister

or candidate shall receive a call but through

the hands of the presbytery.

X. If the call be to a licentiate of another
presbytery, in that case the commissioners de-

puted from the congregation to prosecute the

call, shall produce, to that judicatory, a certifi-

cate from their own presbytery, regularly at-

tested by the moderator and clerk, that the call

has been laid before them, and that it is in

order. If that presbytery present the call to

their licentiate, and he be disposed to accept it,

they shall then dismiss him from their jurisdic-

tion, and require him to repair to that presby-

tery, into the bounds of which he is called : and
there to submit himself to the usual trials pre-

paratory to ordination.

XI. Trials for ordination, especially in a dii*

ferent presbytery from that in which the can^-

didate was licensed, shall consist of a careful

examination as to 'lis acquaintance with experi-
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mental religion ; as to his knowledge of philds-

ophy, theology, ecclesiastical history, the Greek
and Hebrew languages, and such r; /her branches

of learning as to the presbyteiy may appear

requisite ; and as to his knowledge of the con'

stitution, the rules and principles of the gov-

ernment, and discipline of the church ; together

with such written discourse, or discourses,

founded on the word of God,, as to the pres-

bytery shall seem proper. ^ The presbytery,

being fully satisfied with his qualifications for

the sacred office, shall appoint a day for hig

ordination, which ought to be, if convenient,

in that church of which he is to be the minister.

It is also recommended that a fast day be ob-

served in the congregation previous to the day
of ordination. '^

XII. The day appointed for ordination being

come, and the presbytery convened, a member
of the presbytery, previously appointed to that

duty, shall preach a sermon adapted to the oc-

casion. The same, or another member ap-

pointed to preside, shall afterwards briefly recite

from the pulpit, in the audience of the people,

the proceedings of the presbytery preparatory

to this transaction : he shall point out the na-

ture and importance of the ordinance ; and
endeavour to impress the audience with a pro-

per sense of the solemnity of the transaction.

Then addressing himself to the candidate,

t See the proofs in sections I, 2, 3. 4, of chapter It.

« Acts xiii. '^t 3.

38
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he shall piopose to him the following ques-

tions, viz

:

1. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old
and New Testaments to be the word of God,
the only infallible rule of faith and prac-

tice ?

'

2. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the

confession of faith of this church, as containing

the system of doctrine taught in the Holy
Scriptures ?

"

3. Do you approve of the government and
discipline of the Presbyterian Church in these

United States?'

4. Do you promise subjection to your breth-

ren in the Lord? "

5. Have you been induced, as far as you
know your own heart, to seek the office of the

holy ministry from love to God, and a sincere

desire to promote his glory in the gospel of

his Son?^
6. Do you promise to be zealous and faithful

in maintaining the truths of the gospel, and
the purity and peace of the church ; whatever

persecution or opposition" may arise unto you
on thnt account? "^

7. Do you engage to be faithful and diligent

in the exercise of all private and personal du-

' 2 Tim. iii. 16. Eph. ii. 20,
• 2 Tim. i. 13.

t See letter (s) above.

« 1 Pet. V. 5.

1 Cor. ii. 2. 2 Cor. iv. 5.

» Acts XX. 17 to 31.
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ties, which become you as a Christian ^nd a

minister of the gospel ; as well as in all rela-

tive duties, and the public duties of your office ;

endeavouring to adorn the profession of the

gospel by your conversation ; and walking with

exemplary piety before the flock over which
God shall make you overseer?''

8. Are you now willing to take the charge

of this congregation, agreeably to your decla-

ration at accepting their call? And do you
promise to discharge the duties of a pastor to

them, as God shall give you strength ? ^

XIII. The candidate having answered these

questions in the affirmative, the presiding

minister shall propose to the people the follow-

ing questions :

—

1. Do you, the people of this congregation,

continue to profess your readiness to receive

whom you have called

to be your minister ?

2. Do you promise to receive the word of

truth from his mouth, with meekness and love

;

and to submit to him in the due exercise of

discipline ?

'

3. Do you promise to encourage him in his

arduous labour, and to assist his endeavours for

your instruction and spiritual edification ?
*

4. And do you engage to continue to him,

* See tht epist'es to Timothy and Titus throughcut.
r 1 Pet. V. 2.

James i. 21. Heb. xiii. 17.

1 Thess. V. 12, 13.
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while he is your pastor, that competent "worldly

maintenance which you have promised ; and
whatever else you may see needful for the

honour of religion, and his comfort among
you?^
XIV. The people having ansTvered these

questions in the affirmative, by holding up their

right hands, the candidate shall kneel down in

the most convenient part of the church. Then
the presiding minister shall, by prayer, ° and
with the laying on of the hands of the pres-

bytery, ^ according to the apostolic example,

solemnly ordain him to the holy office of the

gospel ministry. Prayer being ended, he shall

rise from his knees ; and the minister who pre-

sides shall first, and afterward all the members
of the presbytery in their order, take him by
the right hand, saying, in w^ords to this purpose,
" We give you the right hand of fellowship, to

^ take part of this ministry with us." ® After
which the minister presiding, or some other

appointed for the purpose, shall give a solemn
charge in the name of God, to the newly
ordained bishop, ^ and to the people, ^ to per-

severe in the discharge of their mutual duties;

and shall then, by prayer, recommend them

* 1 Cor. ix. 7 to 15.

e Acts xiii. 2, 3.

<• 1 Tim. iv. 14.

e GmI. ii. 9. Acts i. 25
f 2 Tim iv. 1, 2.

6 Mark iv. 24. Feb ii 1 See also letters (y), (g),

and ii), page 4J7
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botli to the grace of God, and his holy keeping,

and finally, after singing a psalm, shall dismiss

the congregation with the usual blessing. And
the presbytery shall duly record the trans-

action.

XY. As it is sometimes desirable and im-

portant that a candidate who has not received

a call to be the pastor of a particular congre-

gation, should, nevertheless, be ordained to the

work of the gospel ministry, as an evangelist

to preach the gospel, administer sealing ordi-

nances, and organize churches, in frontier or

destitute settlements ; in this case, the last of

the preceding questions shall be omitted, and
the following used as a substitute :—viz.

Are you now willing to undertake the work
of an evangelist; and do you promise to dis-

charge the duties which may be incumbent ou

you in this character, as God shall give you
Strength ?

CHAPTER XYI.

Oy TRANSLATIDX, OR REMOVING A MINISTER PROM 0X1
CHARGE TO ANOTHER.

I. No bishop shall be translate'! from one

church to another, nor shall he receive any call

for that purpose, but by the permission of the

presbytery.

II. Any church, desiring to call a settled

minister from his { resent charge, shall, by com-
missioners properly authorised, represent to

38*
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the presbytery the ground on which they plead

his removal. The presbytery, hav.'ng maturely

considered their plea, may, according as it ap-

pears more or less reasonable, either recom-

mend to them to desist from prosecuting the

call, or may order it to be delivered to the

Toinister to -whom it is directed. If the partiea

je not prepared to have the matter issued at

that presbytery, a written citation shall be

given to the minister and his congregation, to

appear before the presbytery at their next

meeting. This citation sliall be read from the

pulpit in that church, by a member of the

presbytery appointed for that purpose, imme-
diately after public worship ; so that at least

two Sabbaths shall intervene betwixt the cita-

tion and the meeting of the presbytery at

which the cause of translation is to be consid-

ered. The presbytery being met, and having

heard the parties, shall, upon the whole view
of the case, either continue him in his former

charge, or translate him, as they shall deem to

be moat for the peace and e<lification of the

church ; or refer the whole affair to the synod
at their next meeting, for their advice and di-

rection.

III. When the congregation calling any set-

tled minister is within the limits of another

presbytery, that congregation shall obtain leave

from the presbytery to which they belong, to

apfly to the presbytery of which he is a mem-
ber : and that preslrytery, having cited him
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end his congregation as before directed, shall

proceed to hear and issue the cause. If they

agree to the translation, they shall release him
from his present charge ; and having given

him proper testimonials, shall require him to

repair to that presbytery, within the bounds of

which the congregation calling him lies, that

the prDper steps may be taken for his regular

settlement in that congregation : and the pres-

bytery to which the congregation belongs, hav-

ing received an authenticated certificate of his

release, under the hand of the clerk of that

presbytery, shall proceed to install him in the

congregation, as soon as convenient. Provided
always, that no bishop or pastor shall be trans-

lated without his own consent previously ob-

tained.

IV. When any minister is to be settled in a

congregation, the instalment, which consists in

constituting a pastoral i-elation between him
and the people of that particular church, may
be performed either by the presbytery, or by a

committee appointed for that purpose, as may
appear most expedient : and the following or-

der shall be observed therein :

V. A day shall be appointed for the instal-

ment at such time as may appear most conve-

nient, and due notice thereof given to the con-

gregation.

VI. When the presbytery, or committee
shall be coLvened and constituted, on the day
appoiut^d, a sn-mcu shall be delivered by seme
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one of the members previously appointed there-

to ; immediately after which, the bishop who is

to preside shall state to the congregation the

design of their meeting, and briefly recite the

proceedings of the presbytery relative thereto.

And then, addressing himself to the minister to

be installed, shall propose to him the following

or similar questions

:

1. Are you now willing to take the charge

of this congregation, as their pastor, agreeably

to your declaration at accepting their call?

2. Do you conscientiously believe and de-

clare, as far as ^''ou know your own heart, that

in taking upon you this charge, you are influ-

enced by a sincere desire to promote the glory

of God, and the good of his church ?

3. Do you solemnly promise, that, by the

assistance of the grace of God, you will en-

deavour faithfully to discharge all the duties

of a pastor to this congregation, and will be

careful to maintain a deportment in all re-

spects becoming a minister of the gospel of

Christ, agreeably to your ordination engage-

ments ?

To all these having received satisfactory an-

swers, he shall propose to the people the same
or like questions as those directed under the

head of ordination ; which, having been also

satisfactorily answered, by holding up the right

hand in testimony of assent, he shall solemnly

pronounce and declare the said minister to be

regularly constituted th*» pastor of that congre-
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gation. A charge shall then be given to both

parties, as directed in the case of ordination

;

and, after prayer, and singing a psalm adapted

to the transaction, the congregation shall be

dismissed with the usual benediction.

VII. It is highly becoming, that, after the

solemnity of the instalment, the heads of fami-

lies of that congregation who are then present,

or at least the elders, and those appointed to

take care of the temporal concerns of that

church, should come forward to their pastor,

and give him their right hand, in token of cor-

dial reception and affectionate regard.

CHAPTER XYII.

OF RESIGNING A PASTORAL CHARGE.

When any minister shall labour under such

grievances in his congregation, as that he shall

desire leave to resign his pastoral charge, the

presbytery shall cite the congregation to ap-

pear, by their commissioners, at their next

meeting, to show cause, if any they have, why
the presbytery should not accept the resigna-

tion. If the congregation fail to appear, or

if their reasons for retaining their pastor be

deemed by the presbytery insufficient, he shall

have leave granted to resign his pastoral

charge, of which due record shall be made ;

and that church shall be held to be vacant.

till supplied again, in an orderly manner, with
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another minister : and if any congregstiou

shall desire to be released from their pastor, a

similar process, mutatis mutandis^ shall be ob-

served.

CHAPTER XVIII.

OF MISSIONS.

"When vacancies become so numerous in any
presbytery that they cannot be supplied with

the frequent administration of the word and
ordinances, it shall be proper for such presby-

tery, or any vacant congregation within their

bounds, with the leave of the presbytery, to

apply to any other presbytery, or to any synod,

or to the General Assembly, for such assistance

as they can afford. And, when any presby-

tery shall send any of their ministers or pro-

bationers to distant vacancies, the missionary

shall be ready to produce his credentials to the

presbytery or presbyteries, through the bounds

of which he may pass, or at least to a com-

mittee thereof, and obtain their approbation.

And the General Assembly may, of their

own knowledge, send missions to any part to

plant churches, or to supply vacancies : and,

for this purpose, may direct any presbytery to

ordain evangelists, or ministers without relation

to particular churches: provided always, that

wch mis.sions be made with the consent of ihe
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parties appointed ; and that the judicatory

sending them, make the necessary provision

for their support and reward in the performance

of this service.

CHAPTER XIX.

OF MODERATORS.

I. It is equally necessary in the judicatories

of the church, as in other assemblies that there

should be a moderator or president ; that the

business may be conducted with order and
despatch.

II. The moderator is to be considered a3

possessing, by delegation from the whole body,

all authority necessary for-the preservation of

order; for convening and adjourning the judi-

catory ; and directing its operations according

to the rules of the church. He is to propose

to the judicatory every subject of deliberation

that comes before them. He may propose

what appears to him the most regular and
speedy way of bringing any business to issue.

He shall prevent the members from interrupt-

ing each other ; and require them, in speaking,

always to address the chair. He shall prevent

a speaker from deviating from the subject

;

and from using personal reflections. He shall

silence those who refuse to obey order. He
shall prevent nr.embers who attempt to leave

the judicatory without leave obtained from
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him. He shall, at a proper season, when th?

deliberations are ended, put the question and
call the votes. If the judicatory be equally

divided, he shall possess the casting vote. If

he be not willing to decide, he shall put the

question a second time; and if the judicatory

be again equally divided, and he decline to

give his vote, the question shall be lost. In all

questions he shaP give a concise and clear state

of the object of the vote ; and the vote being

taken, shall then declare how the question is

decided. And he shall likewise be empowered,
on any extraordinary emergency, to convene
the judicatory, by his circular letter, before the

ordinary time of meeting.

III. The moderator of the presbytery shall

be chosen from year to year, or at every meet-

ing of the presbytery, as the presbytery may
think best. The moderator of the synod, and
of the General Assembly, shall be chosen at

each meeting of those judicatories : and the

moderator, or, in case of his absence, another

member appointed for the purpose, shall open
the next meeting with a sermon, and shall hold

the chair till a new moderator be chosen.

CHAPTER XX

OF CLERKS.

Every judicatory shall choose a clerk, to

record their transactions, whose continuance
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shall be during pleasure. It shall be the duty

of the clerk, besides recording the transactions,

to preserve the records carefully; and to grant

extracts from them, whenever properly re-

quired : and such extracts, under the hand

of the clerk, shall be considered as authentic

vouchers of the fact which they declare, in any

ecclesiastical judicatory, and to every part of

the church.

CHAPTER XXI.

OP VACANT CONGREGATIONS ASSEMBLING FOR PtTBLIC

WORSHIP.

Considering the great importance of weekly

assembling the people, for the public worship

of God, in order thereby to improve their

knowledge ; to confirm their habits of worship,

and their desire of the public ordinances

;

to augment their reverence for the most high

God ; and to promote the charitable affections

which unite men most firmly in society : it is

recommended, that every vacant congregation

meet together, on the Lord's day, at one or

more places, for the purpose of prayer, singing

praises, and reading the holy Scriptures, toge-

ther with the works of such approved divines,

as the presbytery, within whose bounds they
are, may recommend, and they may be able to

procure; and that the elders or deacons be the

persons who shall preside, and select the por-
39
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tions of Scripture, and of the other books to be

read ; and to see that the whole be conducted

in a becoming and orderly manner.

CHAPTER XXII.

OF COMMISSIONERS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

I. The commissioners to the General Assem-
bly shall always be appointed by the presbytery

from which they come, at its last stated meet-

ing, immediately preceding the meeting of the

General Assembly
;
provided, that there be a

Bufificient interval between that time and the

meeting of the Assembly, for the commission-

ers to attend to their duty in due season : other-

wise, the presbytery may make the appointment

at any stated meeting, not more than seven

months preceding the meeting of the Assembly.

And as much as possible to prevent all failure

in the representation of the presbyteries, aris-

ing from unforeseen accidents to those first

appointed, it may be expedient for each pres-

bytery, in the room of each commissioner, to

appoint also an alternate commissioner to sup*

ply his place, in case of necessary absence.

II. Each commissioner, before his name shall

be enrolled as a member of the Assembly, shail

produce from his presbytery, a commission

under the hand of the moderator and clerk, in

the following, or like form ' viz.

** The presbytery of being met at
• on the day of
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"doth hereby apfoint bishop of the

"congregation of [or
*' ruling elder in the congregation of as

"the case may be ;"] (to which the presbytery

may, if they think proper, make a substitution

in the following form) " or in case of his absence,
" then bishop of the congregation of
" [or ruling elder in the con-

"gregation of as the case may be
:J

"to be a commissioner, on behalf of this presby-
" tery, to the next General Assembly of the
" Presbyterian Church in the United States of
" America, to meet at on the
" day of A. D. or wherever,
" and whenever the said Assembly may happen
"to sit; to consult, vote, and determine, on all

" things that may come before that body, ac-

" cording to the principles and constitution of

"this church, and the word of God. And of
" his diligence herein, he is to render an ac-

" count at his return.

Signed by order of the p-eshylery^

3Ioderator,

Clerk."

And the presbytery shall make record of the

appointment.

III. In order, as far as possible, to procure

a respectable and full delegation to all our ju-

dicatories, it is proper that the expenses of

ministers and elders in their attendance on
these judicatories, be defrayed by the bodies

which they respectively represent.



BOOK 11.

OF DISCIPLINE.

CHAPTER I.

OINXRAL PRINCIPLES OF DISCIPLINl.

I. Discipline is the exercise of that autho-

rity and the application of that system of laws

which the Lord Jesus Christ has appointed in

his church.

II. The exercise of discipline is highly im-

portant and necessary. Its ends are, the re-

moval of offences ; the vindication of the hon-

our of Christ ; the promotion of the purity and
general edification of the church ; and also the

benefit of the offender himself.

III. An offence is any thing in the princi-

ples or practice of a church member, which is

contrary to the word of God ; or which, if it

be not in its own nature sinful, may tempt

others to sin, or mar their spiritual edification.

IV. Nothincr, therefore, ought to be consid-

ered by any judicatory as an offence, or ad-

mitted as matter of accusation, which cannot

be proved to be such from Scripture ; or from

the regulations and practice of the church,

founded on Scripture ; and which does not in-

volve those ftvils. which discipline is intended

to prevent.
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V. Ths exercise of discipline .n such a man-

ner as to edify the church, requires not only

much of the spirit of piety, but also much pru-

dence and discretion. It becomes the rulers

of the church, therefore, to take into view all

the circumstances which may give a different

character to conduct, and render it more or less

offensive ; \nd which may, of course, require a

very different mode of proceeding in similar

cases, at different times, for the attainment of

the same end,

yi. All baptized persons are members of the

church, are under its care, and subject to its

government and discipline : and when they

have arrived at the years of discretion, they

are bound to perform all the duties of church

members.
VII. Offences are either private or public

to each of which, appropriate modes of pro-

ceeding behng.

CHAPTER II.

OF PRIVATE OFFENCES.

I. Private offences are such as are known
only to an individual, or, at most, to a very

few.

II. Private offences ought not to be imme-
diately prosecuted before a church judicatory,

because the objects of discipline may be quite

as well, and, in many cases, much better at-

39*
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tained, bj a diflferent course; aid because a

public prosecution, in such circumstances, would
tend unnecessarily to spread the knowledge of

offences, to exasperate and harden offenders, to

extend angry a:id vexatious litigation, and thus

to render the discipline of the church more
injurious than the original offence.

III. No complaint or information, on the

subject of personal and private injuries, shall

be admitted, unless those means of reconcilia-

tion, and of privately reclaiming the offender,

have been used, which are required by Christ,

Matt, xviii. 15, 16. And in c?tse of offences,

which, though not personal, are private, that

is, known only to one, or a very few, it is proper

to take the same steps, as far as circumstances

admit.

IV. Those who bring Information of private

and personal injuries before judicatories, with-

out having taken these previous steps, shall

themselves be censured, as guilty of an offence

against the peace and order of the church.

V. If any person shall spread the knowledge

of an offence, unless so far as shall be unavoid-

able, in prosecuting it before the proper judica-

tory, or in the due performance of some other

indispensable di ty, he shall be liable to cen-

sure, as a sland.rer of his brethren
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CHAPTER III.

IF PUBLIC OFFENCES.

T. A PUBLIC offence is that which is attended

with such circumstances as to require the cog-

nizance of a church judicatory.

II. This is always the case when an offence

is either so notorious and scandalous, as that

no private steps would obviate its injurious

effects ; or when, though originally known to

one, or a few, the private steps have been in-

effectual, and there is, obviously, no way of

removing the offence, but by means of a judi-

cial process.

III. An offence, gross in itself, and know*n to

several, may be so circumstanced, that it plainly

cannot be prosecuted to conviction. In such

cases, however grievous it may be to the pious,

to see an unworthy member in the church, it is

proper to wait until God, in his righteous provi-

dence, shall give further light ; as few things

tend more to weaken the authority of discipline,

and to multiply offences, than to commence
process without sufficient proof.

ly. When any person is charged with a

crime, not by an individual, or individuals,

coming forward as accusers, but by general

rumour, the previous steps prescribed by our

Lord in case of private offences, are not neces-

sary; but the proper judicatory is bound to

take immeiiato cognizance o\ the affair.
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V. In ;rder to render an offence proper for

the cognizance of a judicatory on this ground,

the rumour must specify some particular sin or

sins ; it must be general, or widely spread ; it

must not be transient, but permanent, and rather

gaining strength than declining : and it must

be accompanied with strong presumption of

truth. Taking up charges on this ground, of

course, requires great caution, and the exercise

of much Christian prudence.

VI. It may happen, however, that in conse-

quence of a report, which does not fully amount

to a general rumor, as just described, a slan-

dered individual may request a judicial inves-

tigation, which it may be the duty of the judi-

catory to institute.

CHAPTER IV.

OF ACTUAL PROCESS.

I. WiiEX all other means of removing an

offence have failed, the judicatory to which

cognizance of it properly belongs, shall judi-

cially take it into consideration,

II. There are two modes in which an offence

may be brought before a judicatory: either by

an individual or individuals, who appear as

accusers, and undertake to substantiate the

charge ; or by common fame.

III. In the former case, process must be
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pursued in the name of the accuser or accii-

sers. In the latter, there is no need of naming
any person as the accuser. Common fame
is the accuser. Yet a general rumor may be
raised by the rashness, censoriousness, or mal-
ice, of one or more individuals. When this

appears to have been the case, such individ-

uals ought to be censured in proportion to the

degree of criminality which appears attached

to their conduct.

IV. Great caution ought to be exercised in

receiving accusations from any person who is

known to indulge a malignant spirit towards
the accused ; who is not of good character

;

who is himself under censure or process ; who
is deeply interested, in any respect, in the con-

viction of the accused ; or who is known to be
litigious, rash, or highly imprudent.

V. When a judicatory enters on the consid-

eration of a crime or crimes alleged, no more
shall be done, at the first meeting, unless by
consent of parties, than to give the accused a

copy of each charge with the names of the wit-

nesses to support it; and to cite all concerned
to appear at the next meetinj^of the judicatory,

to have the matter fully heard and decided.

Notice sliall be given to the parties concerned,

at least ten days previously to the meeting of

the judicatory.

YI. The citations shall be issued and signed

by the moderator or clork, by order, and in th^

name of the judicatory. F'^ shall also furnish
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citations for such witnesses as the accused shall

nominate, to appear on his behalf.

VII. Although it is required that the accused

1)0 informed of the names of all the "witnesses

who are to be adduced against hira, at least ten

days before the time of trial, (unless he con-

sent to waive the right and proceed immedi-

ately) it is not necessary that he, on his part,

give a similar notice to the judicatory of all

the witnesses intended to be adduced by him

for his exculpation.

VIII. In exhibiting charges, the times, places,

and circumstances should, if possible, be ascer-

tained and stated, that the accused may have

an opportunity to prove an alibi, or to extenu-

ate or alleviate his offence.

IX. The judicatory, in many cases, may find

it more for edification, to send some members
to converse, in a private manner, with the ac-

cused person ; and if he confess his guilt, to en-

deavour to bring him to repentance, than to

proceed immediately to citation.

X. When an accused person, or a witness,

refuses to obey the citation, he shall be cited

a second time ; and if he still continue to

refuse, he shall be excluded from the commu-
nion of the churcli, for his contumacy, until he

repent.

XI. Although, on the first citation, the per-

son cited shall declare in writing, or otherwise,

bis fixed determination not to obey it ; this

declarati/^n shall in U" vase, induce the judica-
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tory to deviate from the regular course pre^

scri-bed for citations. They shall proceed as

if no such declaration had been made. The
person cited may afterwards alter his mind.

XTI. The time which must elapse between
the first citation of an accused person, or a

witness, and the meeting of the judicatory at

which he is to appear, is at least ten days. But
the time allotted for his appearance in the sub-

sequent citation is left to the disci-etion of the

judicatory
;
provided always, however, that it

be not less than is quite sufficient for a sea-

sonable and convenient compliance with the

citation.

XIII. The second citation ought always to

be accompanied with a notice, that if the per-

son cited do not appear at the time appointed,

the judicatory, besides censuring him for his

contumacy, will, after assigning some person

to manage his defence, proceed to take the

testimony in his case, as if he were present.

XIV. Judicatories, before proceeding to

trial, ought to ascertain that their citations

Lave been duly served on the persons for whom
they were intended, and especially before they

proceed to ultimate measures for contumacy.

XV. The trial shall be fair and impartial.

The witnesses shall be examined in the pre-

sence of the accused ; or, at least, after he
shall have received due citation to attend ; and
he shall be permitted to ask any question*

tending to his own exculpation.
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XVI. The judgment shall be regularly en«

tered on the records of the judicatory: and

the parties shall be allowed copies of the wholo

proceedings, at their own expense, if they

demand them. And in case of references or

appeals, the judicatory referring, or appealed

from, shall send authentic copies of the whole

process to the higher judicatory.

XVII. The person found guilty shall be ad-

monished or rebuked, or excluded from church

privileges, as the case shall appear to deserve,

until he give satisfactory evidence of repent-

ance.

XVIII. As cases may arise in which many
days, or even weeks, may intervene before it

is practicable to commence process against an

accused church member, the session may, in

such cases, and ought, if they think the edifi-

cation of the church requires it, to prevent the

accused person from approaching the Lord's

table until the charge against him can be ex-

amined.

XIX. The sentence shall be published only

in the church or churches which have been

offended. Or, if the offence be of small im-

portance, and such as it shall appear most for

edification not to publish, the sentence may
pass only in the judicatory.

XX. Such gross offenders as will not be re-

claimed by the private or public admonitions

of the church, are to be cut off from its com-

mmiion, agreeably to our Lord's directioll^
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Matt, xviii, 17, and the apv^stollcal injunc-

tion respecting the incestuous person, 1 Cor. v.

1 to 5.

XXI. No professional counsel shall be per-

mitted to appear and plead in cases of process

in any of our ecclesiastical courts. But if any
accused person feel unable to represent and
plead his own cause to advantage, he may re-

quest any minister or elder, belonging to the

judicatory before which he appears, to prepare

and exhibit his cause as he may judge proper.

But the minister or elder so engaged, shall not

be allowed, after pleading the cause of the ac-

cused, to sit in judgment as a member of the

judicatory.

XXII. Questions of order, which arise in the

course of process, shall be decided by the mo*
derator. If an appeal is made from the chair,

the question on the appeal shall be taken with-

out debate.

XXIII. In recording the proceedings, in

cases of judicial process, the reasons for all

decisions, except on questions of order, shall

be recorded at length ; that the record may
exhibit every thing which had an influence on
the judgment of the court. And nothing bu.t

what is contained in the record, may be taken
into consideration in reviewing the proceedings

in a superior court.

40
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CHAPTER V.

OP PROCESS AGAINST A BISHOP OR MINISl'ER.

I. As the honour and success of the gospel

depend, in a great measure, on the character

of its ministers, each presbytery ought, with

the greatest care and impartiality, to watch

over the personal and professional conduct of

all its members. But as, on the one hand, no
minister ought, on account of his office, to be

screened from the hand of justice, nor his of-

fences to be slightly censured ; so neither ought

scandalous charges to be received against him,

by any judicatory, on slight grounds.

II. Process against a gospel minister shall

always be entered before the presbytery of

which he is a member. And the same can-

dour, caution, and general method, substitu-

ting only the presbytery for the session, are to

be observed in investigating charges against

him, as are prescribed in the case of private

members.
III. If it be found that the facts with which

a minister stands charged, happened without

the bounds of his own presbytery, that presby-

tery shall send notice to the presbytery, within

whose bounds they did happen, and desire

them either (if within convenient distance) to

cite the witnesses to appear at the place of

trial ; or (if the distance be so great as to ren-

der that inconvenient) to take the examinatioQ
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themselves, and transmit an lutnentic record

of their testimony : always giving due notice

to the accused person of the time and place of

Buch examination.

IV. Nevertheless, in case of a minister being

supposed to be guilty of a crime, or crimes, at

such a distance from his usual place of resi-

dence, as that the oifence is not likely to be-

come otherwise known to the presbytery to

which he belongs ; it shall, in such case, be the

duty of the presbytery within whose bounds
the facts shall have happened, after satisfying

themselves that there is probable ground of ac-

cusation, to send notice to the presbytery of

which he is a member, who are to proceed

against him, and either send and take the tes-

timony themselves, by a commission of their

own body, or request the other presbytery to

take it for them, and transmit the same, pro-

perly authenticated.

V. Process against a gospel minister shall

not be commenced, unless some person or per-

sons undertake to make out the charge ; or un-

less common fame so loudly proclaims the

scandal, that the presbytery find it necessary,

for the honour of religion, to investigate the

charge.

VI. As the success of the gospel greatly de-

pends upon the exemplary character of its

ministers, their soundness in the faith, and holy
conversation; and as it is the duty of ftll

Christains to be very cauti ;us in taking up an
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ill report of any man, but especially of a min-

ister of the gospel ; therefore, if any man knows
a minister to be guilty of a private, censurable

fault, he should warn him in private. But if

the guilty person persist in his fault, or it be»

come public, he who knows it should apply to

some other bishop of the presbytery for his ad-

vice in the case.

VII. The prosecutor of a minister shall be

previously warned, that if he fail to prove the

charges, he must himself be censured as a slan-

derer of the gospel ministry, in proportion to

the malignancy or rashness that shall appear in

the prosecution.

VIII. When complaint is laid before the

presbytery, it must be reduced to writing ; and
nothing further is to be done at the first meet-

ing, (unless by consent of parties) than giving

the minister a full copy of the charges, with

the names of the witnesses annexed ; and citing

all parties, and their witnesses, to appear and

be heard at the next meeting ; which meeting

shall not be sooner than ten days after such

citation.

IX. When a member of a church judicatory

is under process, it shall be discretionary with

the judicatory whether his privileges of de-

liberating and voting, as a member, in other

matters, shall be suspended until the process is

finally issued, or not.

X. At tl e next meeting of the presbytery,

the charges ?.hall be read to him, and he shall
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be called upon tc say whethei he is guilty or

not. If he confess, and the matter be base and
flagitious ; such as drunkenness, uncleanness,

or crimes of a higher nature, however penitent

he may appear, to the satisfaction of all, the

presbytery must, without delay, suspend him
from tlie exercise of his office, or depose him
from the ministry ; and, if the way be clear for

the purpose, appoint him a due time to confess

publicly before the congregation oifended, and
to profess his penitence.

XL If a minister accused of atrocious crimes,

being twice duly cited, shall refuse to attend

the presb^^tery, he shall be immediately sus-

pended. And if, after another citation, he still

refuse to attend, he shall be deposed as contu-

macious.

XII. If the minister, when he appears, will

not confess ; but denies the facts alleged against

him ; if, on hearing the witnesses, the charges

appear important, and well supported, the pres-

bytery must, nevertheless, censure him ; and
admonish, suspend, or depose him, according

to the nature of the offence.

XIII. Heresy and schism may be of such a

nature as to infer deposition ; but errors ought

to be carefully considered ; whether they strike

at the vitals of religion, and are industriously

spread ; or, whether they arise from the weak-
ness of the human understanding, and are not

likely to do much injury.

XIV. A minister under process for heresy
40*
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or schism, siould be treated with Christian and
brotherly tenderness. Frequent conferences

ought to be held with him, and proper admoni-

tions administered. For some more dangerous

errors, however, suspension may become ne-

cessary.

XV. If the presbytery find, on trial, that

the matter complained of amounts to no more
than such acts of infirmity as may be amended,
and the people satisfied; so that little or

nothing remains to hinder his usefulness, they

shall take all prudent measures to remove the

oifence.

XVI. A minister deposed for scandalous

conduct, shall not be restored, even on the

deepest sorrow for his sin, until after some
time of eminent and exemplary, humble and
edifying conversation, to heal the wound made
by his scandal. And he ought in no case to

be restored, until it shall appear, that the

sentiments of the religious public are strongly

in his favour, and demand his restoration.

XVII. As soon as a minister is deposed, his

congregation shall be declared vacant.

CHAPTER VI.

OP WITNESSES.

I, Judicatories ^ught to be very careful

Hid impartial !n recei/ing f)Stimony. All per-
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sons are not competent as witn^ssess : and all

who are competent are not credible.

II. A competent witness is one who ought

to be admitted and heard. The competency

of a witness may be affected by his want of

the proper age ; by a want of any of the senses

essential to a knowledge of the matter which

he is called to establish ; by weakness of un-

derstanding ; by infamy of character ; by being

under church censure for falsehood or perjury;

by nearness of relationship to any of the par-

ties; and by a variety of considerations which

cannot be specified in detail.

III. Where there is room for doubt with

regard to any of these points, either party has

a right to challenge witnesses; and the judica-

tory shall candidly attend to the exceptions,

and decide upon them.

IV. The credibility of a witness, or the

degree of credit due to his testimony, may be

affected by relationship to any of the parties
;

by deep interest in the result of the trial; by
general rasnness, indiscretion, or malignky of

character; and by various other circumstances;

to which judicatories shall carefully attena, and
for which they shall make all proper allow^.'-nce

in their decision.

V. A husband or wife shall not be com-
pelled to bear testimony against each other in

any judicatory.

VI. The testimony of more than one witness

18 necessary in order to establish any charge

;
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yet if several credible witnesses bear testimony

to different similar acts, belonging to the same
general charge, the crime shall be considered

as proved.

VII. No -witness, afterward to be examined,

except a member of the judicatory, shall be

present during the examination of another

witness on the same case, unless by consent of

parties.

VIII. To prevent confusion, witnesses shall

be examined first by the party introducing them,

then cross-examined b}^ the opposite party

:

after which, any member of the judicatory, or

either party, may put additional interroga-

tories. But no question sn-all be put or

answered, except by permL'.?^»ion of the mode-
rator.

IX. The oath or affirmation to a witness,

shall be administered by tne moderator, in the

following or like terms :
" You solemnly pro-

" mise, in the presence of the omniscient and
" heart-searching God, chat you will declare the

*' truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the

" truth, according to tne best of your knowledge,

*'in the matter in which 3^ou are called to wit-

"ness, as you shall answer it to the great Judge
"of quick and dead."

X. Every question put to a witness shall, if

required, be reduced to writing. When an-

swered, it shall, together with the answer, bo

recorded, if deemed by either party of sufficient

importance.
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XL The recordsof a judicatoiy, or mjpart
of them, Tvhether original or transcribed, if

regularly authenticated bv the moderator and
clerk, or either of them, shall be deemed good
and sufficient evidence in every other judica-

tory.

XIL In like manner, testimony taken by
one judicatory, and regularly certified, shall

be received by every other judicatory, as no

Iftss valid than if it had been taken by them-

selves.

XIII. Cases may arise in which it is not

convenient for a judicatory to have the whole,

or, perhaps, any part of the testimony in a

particular cause, taken in their presence. In
this case a commission o.f the judicatory, con-

sisting of two or three members, may be ap-

pointed, and authorized to proceed to the place

where the witness or witnesses reside, and
take the testimony in question, which shall be

considered as if taken in the presence of the

judicatory : of which commission, and of the

time and place of their meeting, due notice

shall be given to the opposite party, that he
may have an opportunity of attending. And
if the accused shall desire on his part to take

testimony at a distance, for his own exculpa-

tion, he shall give notice to the judicatoi-y of

the time and place when it is proposed to take

it, that a commission, as in the former case,

may be appointed for the purpose.

XIV. V^hen the witnesses have all been ei-
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amined, the accused and the prosecutor shall

have the privilege of commenting on their tes-

timony to any reasonable extent.

XV. A member of the judicatory may be

called upon to bear testimony in a case which

comes before it. He shall be qualified as

other witnesses are ; and after having given

his testimony, he may immediately resume hi§

seat as a member of the judicatory.

XVI. A member of the church summoned
as a witness, and refusing to appear, or, hav-

ing appeared, refusing to give testimony, may
be censured for contumacy, according to the

circumstances of the case.

XVII. The testimony given by witnesses,

must be faithfully recorded, and read to them,

for their approbation or subscription.

CHAPTER YII.

or THE VARIOUS WAYS IN WHICH A CAUSE MAT Bl

CARRIED FROM A LOWER JUDICATORY TO A HIGHER,

I. In all governments conducted by men,
wrong may be done, from ignorance, from pre-

judice, from malice, or from other causes. To
prevent the continued existence of this wrong,

is one great design of superi-^r judicatories.

And although there must be a last resort, be-

yond which there is no appeal
;
yet the secu-

rity against permanent wrong will be as great

as the nature of the case admits, when those
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who had no concern in the origin of the pro«

ceedings, ar^ brought to review them, and to

annul or confirm them, as they see cause

;

when a greater number of counsellors are made
to sanction the judgments, or to correct the

errors of a smaller ; and, finally, when the

whole church is called to sit in judgment on the

acts of a part.

11. Every kind of decision which is formed

in any church judicatory, except the highest, is

subject to the review of a superior judicatory,

and may be carried before it in one or the

other cf the four following ways.

SECTION I.

^*ENEEAL REVIEW AND CONTROL.

I. It is the duty of every judicatory above

a church session, at least once a year, to re-

view the records of the proceedings of the ju-

dicatory next below. And if any lower judi-

catory shall omit to send up its records for this

purpose, the higher may issue an order to pro-

duce them, either immediately, or at a particu-

lar time, as circumstances may require.

II. In reviewing the records of an inferioi

judicatory, it is proper to examine, First,

Whether the proceedings have been constitu-

tional and regular; Secondly, Whether they

have been wise, equitable, and for the edifica-

tion of the church ; Thirdly, Whether they

have bern correctly recorded.
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III. In most cases the superior judicatory

may be considered as fulfilling its duty, by
simply recording, on its own minutes, the

animadversion or censure which it may think

proper to pass on records under review ; and
also by making an entry of the same in the

book reviewed. But it may be that, in the

course of review, cases of irregular proceedings

may be found so disreputable and injurious as

to demand the interference of the superior

judicatory. In cases of this kind the inferior

judicatory may be required to review and cor-

rect its proceedings.

IV. No judicial decision, however, of a judi-

catory shall be reversed, unless it be regularly

brought up by appeal or complaint.

V. Judicatories may sometimes entirely neg-

lect to perform their duty ; by which neglect,

heretical opinions or corrupt practices may be

allowed to gain ground ; or offenders of a very

gross character may be suffered to escape : or

some circumstances in their proceedings, of

very great irregularity, may not be distinctly

recorded by them. In any of which cases,

their records will by no means exhibit to the

superior judicatory a full view of their proceed-

ings. If, therefore, thf. superior judicatory be

well advised, by common fame, that such neg-

lects or irregularities have occurred on the par*

of the inferior judicatory, it is incumbent on

them to take cognizance of the same ; and to

examine, deliberate, and judge in the whole
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matter, as completely as if it aad been re-

corded, and thus brought up by the review of

the records.

VI. When any important delinquency, or

grossly unconstitutional proceedings, appear in

the records of any judicatory, or are charged

against them by common fame, the first step

to be taken by the judicatory next above, is to

cite the judicatory alleged to have offended, to

appear at a specified time and place, and to

show what it has done, or failed to do in the

case in question : after which the judicatory

thus issuin^j the citation, shall remit the whole

matter to the delinquent judicatory, with a

direction to take it up, and dispose of it in a

constitutional manner, or stay all further pro-

ceedings in the case, as circumstances may
require.

SECTION II.

OF REFERENCES.

I. A REFERENCE is a judicial representation,

made by an inferior judicatory to a superior,

of a case not yet decided ; which representa-
tion ought always to be in writing.

II. Cases which are new, important, difficult,

of peculiar delicacy, the decision of which may
establish principles or precedents of extensive
influence, on which the sentiments of the infe-

rior judicatory are greatly divided, or on which,
for any reason, it is highly desirable that a

41
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larger boily should first decide, are proper sub»

jects of reference.

III. References are either for mere advice,

preparatory to a decision by the inferior judi-

catory ; or for ultimate trial and decision by the

superior.

IV. In the former case, the reference only

suspends the decision of the judicatory from
which it comes : in the latter case, it totally

relinquishes the decision, and submits the whole

cause to the final judgment of the superior

judicatory.

V. Although reference may in some cases, a8

before stated, be highly proper
;
yet it is, gene-

rally speaking, more conducive to the public

good, that each judicatory should fulfil its duty

by exercising its judgment.
VI. Althoush a reference ought, generally,

to procure advice from the superior judicatory
;

yet that judicatory is not necessarily bound to

give a final judgment in the cnse, even if re-

quested to do so; but may remit the whole

cause, either with or without advice, back to

the judicatory by which it was referred.

VIT. In case of reference, the members of

the infei-ior judicatory making it, retain all the

privileges of deliberating and voting, in the

course of trial and judgment before the supe-

rior judicatory, which they would have had, if

no reference had been made.
VIII. Keferences are, generally, to be car-

Wed to the judicatory immediately superior.
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IX. In cases of reference, the judicatory re-

ferring ought to have all the testimony, and

other documents, duly prepared, produced, and

in perfect readiness ; so that the superior judi-

catory may be able to consider and issue the

case with as little difficulty or delay as possible.

SECTION III.

OF APPEALS.

I. Ax appeal is the removal of a cause

already decided, from an inferior to a superior

judicatory, by a party aggrieved.

II. All persons who have submitted to a

regular trial in an inferior, may appeal to a

higher judicatory.

III. Any irregularity in the proceedings of

the inferior judicatory ; a refusal of reasonable

indulgence to a party on trial ; declining to

receive important testimony ; hurrying to a

decision before the testimony is fully taken

;

a manifestation of prejudice in the case ; and
mistake or injustice in the decision—are all

proper grounds of appeal.

IV. Appeals may be, either from a part of

the proceedings of a judicatory, or from a defi-

nitive sentence.

V. Every appellant is bound to give notice

of his intention to appeal, and also to lay the

reasons thereof, in wiiting, before the judica-

tory appealed from, either before its rising,

within ten days thereafter. If this notice/.



4.^4 DISCIPJJNE.

these reasons, be not given to the judicatory

while in session, they shall be lodged with the

moderator.

VI. Appeals are generally to be carried in

regular gradation, from an inferior judicatory

to the one immediately superior.

VII. The appellant shall lodge his appeal,

and the reasons of it, with the clerk of the

higher judicatory, before the close of the second

day of their session.

VIII. In taking up an appeal, after ascer-

taining that the appellant on his part has con-

ducted it regularly, the first step shall be to

read the sentence appealed from : secondly, to

read the reasons which were assigned by the

appellant for his appeal, and which are on
record : thirdly, to read the whole record of

the proceedings of the inferior judicatory in

the case, including all the testimony, and the

reasons of their decision : fourthly, to hear the

original parties : fifthly, to hear any of the

members of the inferior judicatory, in explana-

tion of the grounds of their decision, or of their

dissent from it.

IX. After all the parties shall have been

fully heard, and all the information gained by
the members of the superior judicatory, from

those of the inferior, which shall be deemed
requisite, the original parties, and all the mem
bers of the inferior judicatory, shall withdraw

;

when the clerk shall call the roll, that every

member m^^ i/ve an opportunity to express
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his opinion on the case ; aftei wLicL the final

vote shall be taken.

X. The decision may be either to confirm or

reverse, in Avhole, or in part, the decision of

the inierior judicatory ; or to remit the cause,

for the purpose of amending the record, should

it appear to be incorrect or defective ; or for a

new trial.

XI. If an appellant, after entering his appeal

to a superior judicatory, fail to prosecute it, it

shall be considered as abandoned, and the sen-

tence appealed fi-om shall be final. And ar

appellant shall be considered as abandoning

his appeal, if he do not appear before the judi-

catory appealed to, on the first or second day
of its meetinir, next ensuinc' the date of his

notice of appeal : except in cases in which

the appellant can make it appear that he was

prevented from seasonably prosecuting his ap-

peal by the providence of God.
XII. Members of judicatories appealed from

cannot be allowed to vote in the superior judi-

catory, on any question connected with the'

appeal.

XIII. If the members of the inferior judi-

catory, in case of a sentence appealed from,

appear to have acted according to the best of

their judgment, and with good intention, they

incur no censure, although their sentence be

reversed. Yet, if they appear to have acted

irregularly or corruptly, they shall be censured

as the case may require.
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XIV. Tf an appellant is found to mnnlfest a

litigious or other unchristian spirit, in the pro-

secution of his appeal, he shall be censured

according to the degree of his offence.

XV. The necessary operation of an appeal

is, to suspend all further proceedings on the

ground of the sentence appealed from. But if

a sentence of suspension, or excommunication

from church privileges, or of deposition from

office, be tlie sentence appealed from, it shall

be considered as in force until the appeal shall

be issued.

XVI. It shall alwijs be deemed the duty

of the judicatory, whose judgment is appealed

from, to send authentic copies of all their re-

cords, and of the whole testimony relating to

the matter of the appeal. And if any judica-

tory shall neglect its duty in this respect ; espe-

cially, if thereby an appellant, who has con-

ducted with regularity on his part, is deprived

of the privilege of having his appeal season-

ably issued ; such judicatory shall be cen-

sured according to the circumstances of the

case.

XVII. An appeal shall in no case be en-

te':ed, except by one of the original partieb.

SECTION IV.

Of C0MrLAIJIT3.

I. Another method by which a cause

which has been decided by an interior judica-
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torj, may be carried before a superior, is by
complaint.

II. A complaint is a representation made tc

a superior, by any member or members of a

minority of an inferior judicatory, or by any
other person or persons, respecting a decision

by an inferior judicatory, which, in the opin-

ion of the complainants, has been irregularly

or unjustly made.
III. The cases in which complaint is proper

and advisable, are such as the following, viz,

The judgment of an inferior judicatory may
be favourable to the onl}^ party who has been

placed at their bar ; or the judgment in ques-

tion may do no wrong to any individual; or the

party who is aggrieved by it may decline the

trouble of conducting an appeal. In any of these

cases no appeal is to be expected. And yet

the judgment may appear to some of the mem-
bers of the judicatory, to be contrary to the

constitution of the church, injurious to the

interests of religion, and calculated to degrade

the character of those who have pronounced

it. In this case the minority have not only a

right to record, in the minutes of the judica-

tory, their dissent from this judgment, or their

protest against it, but they have also a right

to complain to the superior judicatory.

IV. Notice of a complaint shall always be

given before the rising of the judicatory, or

within ten days thereafter, as in case of an
appeal,
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V. This complaint brings the wnole proceed-

ings in the case under the review of the supe-

rior judicatory; and if the complaint appears

to be well founded, it may have the effect not

only of drawing down censure upon those

who concurred in the judgment complained

of; but also of reversing that judgment, and
placing matters in the same situation in which

they were before the judgment was pronounced.

VI. In cases of complaint, however, as in

those of appeal, the reversal of a judgment of

an inferior judicatory is not necessarily con-

nected with censure on that judicatory.

VII. None of the members of the judica-

tory whose act is complained of, can vote in

the superior judicatory, on any question con-

nected with the complaint.

CHAPTER YIII.

OF DISSENTS AND PROTESTS.

I. A DISSENT is a declaration on the part

of one or more members of a minority, in a

judicator3s expressing a different opinion from

that of the majority in a particular case. A
dissent, unaccompanied with reasons, is always

entered on the records of the judicatory.

II. A protest is a more solemn and formal

declaration, made by members of £ minority

as before-mentioned, bearing their testimony
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against what they deem a mischievous or erro-

neous judgment ; and is generally accompanied

with a detail of the reasons on which it is

founded.

III. If a protest or dissent be couched in

decent and respectful language, and contain

no offensive reflections or insinuations against

the majority of the judicatory, those who offer

it have a right to have it recorded on the

minutes.

ly. A dissent or protest may be accompa-

nied with a complaint to a superior judicatory,

or not, at the pleasure of those who offer it.

If not thus accompanied, it is simply left to

speak for itself, when the records containing

it come to be reviewed by the superior judi-

catory.

V. It may sometimes happen that a protest,

though not infringing the rules of decorum,

either in its language or matter, may impute

to the judicatory, whose judgment it opposes

some principles or reasonings which it never

adopted. In this case the majority of the ju-

dicatory may with propriety appoint a com-

mittee to draw up an answer to the protest,

which, after being adopted as the act of the

judicatory, ought to be inserted on the records.

VI. When, in such a case, the answer of the

majority is brought in, those who entered their

protest may be of the opinion that fidelity to

their cause calls upon them to make a reply to

the answer. This, ht' wevor. ought by no means
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to be admitted ; as the majonty might, of

course, rejoin, and litigation might be perpet-

uated, to the great incojivenience and disgrace

of the judicatory.

VII. When, however, those who have pro-

tested, consider the answer of the majority as

imputing to them opinions or conduct which

thej disavow ; the proper course is to ask

leave to take back their protest, and modify it

in such manner as to render it more agreeable

to their views. This alteration may lead to a

corresponding alteration in the answer of the

majority ; with which the whole affair ought to

terminate.

VIII. None can join in a protest against a

decision of any judicatory, excepting those

who had a right to vote in said decision.

CHAPTER IX

NEW TESTIMONY.

I. If, after a trial before any judicatory, new

testimony be discovered, which is supposed to

be highly important to the exculpation of the

accused, it is proper for him to ask, and for the

judicatory to grant, a new trial.

II. It sometimes happens, in the prosecution

of appeals, that testimony, which had not been

exhibited before the infericr judicatory, is re-

presented to exist, and to be of considerable

importance in the case.
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ITI. Kepresentations of this kind ouojlit not

to be lightly, or of course, sustained. But the

Buperior judicatory ought to be well satisfied,

that the alleged testimony is of real importance,

before they determine to put the inferior judi-

catory to the trouble of a new trial.

IV. When such testimony, therefore, is al-

leged to exist, either by the appellant, or the

judicatory appealed from, it will be proper for

the superior judicatory to inquire into the na-

ture and import of the testimony ; what is in-

tended to be proved by it ; and, whether there

is any probability that it will really establish

the point intended to be established.

Y. If it appear that the fact proposed to be

established by the new testimony is important

;

that is, if it appear to be such a fact as, if

proved, would materially alter the aspect of the

cause ; and if there be any probability that the

testimony in question will be sufficient to es-

tablish the alleged fact ; then the superior judi-

catory ought to send the cause back to the

inferior for a new trial.

VI. Cases may arise, however, in which the

judicatory appealed from, and the appellant

may concur in requesting the superior judicatory

to take up and issue the appeal, with the ad-

ditional lighw which the new evidence may
aflford. In this case, and especially if very

serious injury is likely to happen, either to

the appellant, or to the church, by the delay

which a new trial would occasion, the superior
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judicatory may proceed to hear the new testi-

mony, and to issue the appeal, with the aid of

tlie additional light which that testimony may
afford.

VII. When, however, the judgment of the

inferior judicatory is reversed ; and it is ap-

parent that the new testimony had considera-

ble influence in procuring the reversal ; it ought

to be so stated in the decision of the superior

judicatory : inasmuch as it would be injustice

to the inferior judicatory to reverse their deci-

sion, upon grounds which were never before

them, without explaining the fact.

CHAPTER X.

JURISDICTION.

I. When a member shall be dismissed from

one church, with a view to his joining another,

if he commit an offence previous to his joining

the latter, he shall be considered as under the

jurisdiction of the church which dismissed him,

and amenable to it, up to the time when he

actually becomes connected with that to which

he was dismissed and recommended.

II. The same principle applies to a minister,

who is always to be considered as remaining

under the jurisdiction of the presbytery which

dismissed him, until he actually becomes a

memhar of another.
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III. If, however, either a minister, or a pri-

vate member, shall be charged with a crime

which appears to have been cotnmitted during

the interval between the date of his dismission,

and his actually joining the new body, but

which did not come to light until after he had
joined the new body, that body shall be em-

powered and bound to conduct the process

against him.

IV. No presbytery shall dismiss a minister,

or licentiate, or candidate for licensure, without

specifying the particular presbytery, or other

ecclesiastical body, with which he is to be con-

nected.

CHAPTER XI.

LIMITATION OF TIME.

I. When any member shall remove from

one congregation to another, he shall produce

satisfactory testimonials of his church member-
ship and dismission, before he be admitted as

a regular member of that church ; unless the

church to which he rem^oves has other satisfac-

tory means of information.

II. No certificate of church membership
shall be considered as valid testimony of the

good standing of the bearer, if it be more than
one year old, except where there has been no
opportunity of presenting it to a church.

III. When persons remove to a distance,
42
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and neglect, for a considerable time, to apply
for testimonials of dismission, and good stand-

ing, the testimonials given them shall testify to

their character only up to the time of their

removal, unless the judicatory have good infor-

mation of a more recent date.

IV. If a church member have been more
than two years absent from the place of his

ordinary residence and ecclesiastical connec-

tions, if he apply for a certificate of member-
ship, his absence, and the ignorance of the

church respecting his demeanour for that time,

shall be distinctly stated in the certificate.

V. Process, in case of scandal, shall com-

mence within the space of one year after the

crime shall have been committed ; unless it

shall have recently become llagrant. It may
happen, however, that a church member, after

removing to a place far distant from his former

residence, and where his connection with the

church is unknown, may commit a crime, on

account of which process cannot be institued

within the time above specified. In all such

cases, the recent discovery of the church mem-
bership of the individual, shall be considered

as equivalent to the crime itself having recently

become flagrant. The same principle also ap-

plies to ministers if similar circumstances should

occur.
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CHAPTER I.

OF THE SANCTIFICATION OF THE LORD's DAT.

I. It is the duty of every person to remember
the Lord's day; and to prepare for it, before

its approach. All worldly business should be

80 ordered, and seasonably laid aside, as that

we may not be hindered thereby from sancti-

fying the Sabbath, as the Holy Scriptures re-

quire.

II. The whole day is to be kept wholly to the

Lord ; and to be employed in the public and
private exercises of religion. Therefore, it is

requisite, that there be a holy resting, all the

day, from unnecessary labours; and an ab-

staining from those recreaUons which may

* The Scripture-warrant for what is specified in the

various articles of this directory, will be found at large

in the Confession of Faith and Catechisms, in the places

where the subjects a e treated in a doctrinal form.

(495j
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be lawful on other days ; and also, as much
as possible, from worldly thoughts and conver-

Bation.

III. Let the provisions for the support of the

family on that day, be so ordered, that servants

or others be not improperly detained from the

public worship of God ; nor hindered from
sanctifying the Sabbath.

IV. Let every person and family, in the

morning, by secret and private prayer, for them-

selves and others, especially for the assistance

of God to their minister, and for a blessing upon
his ministry, by reading the Scriptures, and by
holy meditation, prepare for communion with

God in his public ordinances.

V. Let the people be careful to assemble at

the appointed time ; that, being all present at

the beginning, they may unite, with one heart,

in all the parts of public worship ; and let none
unnecessarily depart, till after the blessing be

pronounced.

VI. Let the time after the solemn services

of the congregation in public are o^rer, be spent

in reading, meditation, repeating of sermons,

catechizing, religious conversation, prayer for

a blessing upon the public ordinances, the sing-

ing of psalms, hymns, or spiritual songs ;

—

visiting the sick, relieving the poor, and in per-

forming such lik ) duties of piety, charity, and

m ercy.
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CHAPTER II.

01 THE ASSEMBLING OF THE CONGREGATION AND TH|8»

BEHAVIOUR DUaiNG DIVINE SERVICE.

I. When the time appointed for public wor-

ship is come, let the people enter the church,

and take their seats in a decent, grave, and
reverent manner.

II. In time of public vrorship, let all the

people attend with gravity and reverence ; for-

bearing to read any thing, except what the

minister is then reading or citing ; abstaining

from all whisperings, from salutations of persona

present, or coming in ; and from gazing about,

sleeping, smiling, and all other indecent beha-

viour.

CHAPTER III.

OF THE PUBLIC READING OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.

I. The reading of the Holy Scriptures, iu

the congegation, is a part of the public wor-

Bhip of God, and ought to be performed by the

ministers and teachers.

II. The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New
Testament, shall be publicly read, from the

most approved translation, in the vulgar tongue,

that all may hear and understand.

III. He w large a portion shall be read at

42»
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once, is left to the discretion of every mmister!

ho\Yever, in each service, he ought to read, at

least, one chapter; and more, when the chap-

ters are short, or the connection requires it.

He may, when he thinks it expedient, expound
any part of what is read : always having

regard to the time, that neither reading, sing-

ing, praying, preaching, or any other ordi-

nance, be disproportionate the one to the

other ; nor the whole rendered too short, or too

tedious.

CHAPTER IV.

OF THE SINGING OF PSALMS.

I. It is the duty of Christians to praise God,
by singing psalms, or hymns, publicly in the

church, as also privately in the family.

II. In singing the praises of God, we are to

sing with the spirit, and with t'^e understanding

also ; making melody in our hearts unto the

Lord. It is also proper, that we cultivate some
knowledge of the rules of music; that we may
praise God in a becoming manner with our

voices, as well as with our hearts.

III. The whole congregation should be fur-

nished with hooka, and ought to join in this

part of worship. It is proper to sing without

parcelling out the psalm, line by line. The
practice of reading the psalm, line by line, was
introduced in timrs of ignorance, when many
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in the confrresation could not read: therefore.

It is recommended, that it be laid aside, as far

as convenient.

TV. Tho proportion of the time of public

worship to be spent in singinor, is left to the

prudence of every minister : but it is recom-

mended, that more time be allowed for this

excellent part of divine service than has been
usual in most of our churches.

CHAPTER V.

OF PUBLIC PRAYER.

T. It seems very proper to begin the public

worship of the sanctuary by a short prayer;

humbly adoring the infinite majesty of the

living God ; expressing a sense of our distance

from him as creatures, and unworthiness as

sinners; and humbly imploring his gracious

presence, the assistance of his Holy Spirit in

the duties of his worship, and his acceptance

of us through the merits of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

II. Then, after singing a psalm, or hymn, it

is proper that, before sermon, there should

be a full and comprehensive praj'er : Firsts

Adoring the glory and perfections of God, as

they are made known to us in the works of

creation, in the conduct of providence, and in

the cleai" and full revelation he hath made of

hims^^lf n his written w^rd : Second, Giving
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thanks to him for all his mercies of every kind,

general and particular, spiritual and temporal,

common and special ; above all, for Christ Jesus,

his unspeakable gift, and the hope of eternal

life through him : Third, Making humble con-

fession of sin, both original and actual ; acknow-

ledging, and endeavouring to impress the mind
of every worshipper, with a deep sense of the

evil of all sin, as such ; as being a departure

from the living God ; and also taking a par-

ticular and affecting view of the various fruits

which proceed from this root of bitterness:

—

as sins against God, our neighbour and our-

selves ; sins in thought, in word, and in deed

;

sins secret and presumptuous ; sins accidental

and habitual. Also, the aggravations of sin,

arising from knowledge, or the means of it

;

from distinguishing mercies ; from valuable

privileges ; from breacli of vows, &c. : Fourth,

Making earnest supplication for the pardon of

sin, and peace with God, through the blood of

the atonement, with all its important and hnppy
fruits; for the Spirit of sanctifioation, and abun-

dant supplies of the grace th:jt is necessary to

the discharge of our duty ; for support and com-

fort, under all the trials to which we are liable,

as we are sinful and mortal; and for all tem-

poral mercies that may be necessary, in our

passage through this valley of tears : always

remembering to view them as liowing in the

channel of covenant love, and intended to bo

subservient to the preservatioi and pogress of
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the spiritual life : Fifths Pleading from every

principle warranted in Scripture ; from our

own necessity ; the all-sufficiency of God ; the

merit and intercession of our Saviour ; and the

glory of God in the comfort and happiness of

his people ; Sixth, Intercession for others, in-

cluding the whole world of mankind ; the king-

dom of Christ, or his church universal ; the

church or churches with which we are more
particularly connected ; the interest of human
society in general, and in that community to

which we immediately belong ; all that are

invested with civil authority ; the ministers of

the everlasting gospel ; and the rising genera-

tion : with whatever else, more particular, may
seem necessary, or suitable, to the interest of

that congregation where divine worship is cele-

brated.

III. Prayer after sermon, ought generally

to have a relation to the subject that has been
treated of in the discourse ; and all other public

prayers, to the circumstances that gave occa-

sion for them.

IV. It is easy to perceive, that in all the pre-

ceding directions there is a very great compass
and variety ; and it is committed to the judg-

ment and fidelity of the officiating pastor to

insist chiefly on such parts, or to take in more
or less of the several parts, as he shall be led

to by the aspect of Providence ; the particular

state of the congregation in which he officiates;

or the di.«po8ition ^nd exercise of Ais own heart
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at the time. But Tve think it necessary to ob

serve, that although we do not approve, as is

well known, of confining ministers to set or

6xed forms of prayer for public worship
;
yet

.t is the indispensable duty of every minister,

previously to his entering on his office, to pre-

pare and qualify himself for this part of his

duty, as well as for preaching. He ought, by
a thorough acquaintance with the Holy Scrip-

tures, by reading the best writers on the sub-

ject, by meditation, and by a life of communion
with God in secret, to endeavour to acquire

both the spirit and the gift of prayer. Not
only so, but when he is to enter on particular

acts of worship, he should endeavour to com-

pose his spirit, and to digest his thoughts for

prayer, that it may be performed with dignity

and propriety, as well as to the profit of those

who join in it ; and that he may not disgrace

that important service by mean, irregular, or

extravagant eflfusions.

CHAPTER VI.

OF THE TREACHING OF THE WORD.

I. The preaching of the word being an in-

stitution of God for the salvation of men, great

attention should be paiil to the manner of per-

forming it. Every minister ought to give dili-

gent application to it; and endeavour to prove
himself a woikman that needeth not to be

ashamod; rightly dividii g the word of truth.
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II. The subject of a sermon should be some
verse or verses of Scripture ; and its object, to

explain, defend and apply some part of the

system of divine truth ; or, to point out the

nature, and state the bounds and obligation,

of some duty. A text should not be merely a

motto, but should fairly contain the doctrine

proposed to be handled. It is proper also that

large portions of Scripture be sometimes ex-

pounded, and particularly improved, for the

instruction of the people in the meaning and
use of the Sacred Oracles.

III. The method of preaching requires much
study, meditation, and prayer. Ministers ought,

in general, to prepare their sermons Avith care;

and not to indulge themselves in loose, extem-

porary harangues ; nor to serve God with that

which cost them naught. They ought, how-
ever, to keep to the simplicity of the gospel

;

expressing themselves in language ngreeable

to Scripture, and level to the undei-standing of

the meanest of their hearers; carefully avoid-

ing ostentation, either of parts or learning.

They ought also to adorn, by their lives, the

doctrine which they teach ; and to be examples
to the believers, in word, in conversation, in

charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

IV. As one primary design of public ordi-

nances is to pay social acts of homage to the

most high God, ministers ought to be careful

not to make their sermons so long as to inter-

fere with or exclude the more important dutii^
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of prayer and praise ; but preserve a just proper

tion between the several parts of public worship.

V. The sermon being ended, the minister is

to pray, and return thanks to almighty God

:

then let a psalm be sung ; a collection raised

for the poor, or other purposes of the church

;

and the assembly dismissed with the apostolic

benediction.

VI. It is expedient that no person be intro-

duced to preach in any of the churches under

our care, unless by the consent of the pastor

or church session.

CHAPTER VII.

OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF BAFTI3M.

I. Baptism is not to be unnecessarily de-

layed ; nor to be administered, in any case, by

any private person ; but by a minister of Christ,

called to be the steward of the mysteries of God.

II. It is usually to be administered in the

church, in the presence of the congregation ;

and it is convenient that it be performed imme-

diately after sermon.

III. After previous notice is given to the

minister, the child to be baptized is to be pre-

sented, by one or both the parents, signifying

their desire that the child may be baptized.

IV. Before baptism, let the minister use

iome words of instruction, respecting the insti-
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tmtionj nature, use, and ends of this ordinance;

showing,
*' That it is instituted by Christ ; that it is a

*' seal of the righteousness of faith : that the
" seed of the faithful have no less a right to this

" ordinance, under the gospel, than the seed of
*' Abraham to circumcision, under the Old Tes-
*' tament ; that Christ commanded all nations
*' to be baptized ; that he blessed little child-

" ren, declaring that of such is the kingdom of
" heaven ; that children are federally holy, and
*' therefore ought to be baptized ; that we are,

*'by nature, sinful, guilty, and polluted, and
"have need of cleansing by the blood of Christ,

" and by the sanctifying influences of the
'' Spirit of God."

The minister is also to exhort the parents

to the careful performance of their duty : re-

quiring,
'* That they teach the child to read the word

*' of God ; that they instruct it in the principles

" of our holy religion, as contained in the Scrip-
** tures of the Old and New Testament ; an
** excellent summary of which we have in the
" Confession of Faith of this church, and in
'* the Larger and Shorter Catechisms of the
" Westminster Assembly, which are to be re-

" commended to them, as adopted by this

" church, for their direction and assistance, in
*' the discharge of this important duty ; that
" they pray with and for it ; that they set an
"example of piety and godliness before it.

41
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" and endeavour, by all the raeans of God's

"appointment, to bring up their child n the
" nurture and admonition of the Lord.*

V. Then the minister is to pray for a bless-

ing to attend this ordinance ; after which, call-

ing tlie child by its name, he shall say,

"I baptize thee, in the name of the Father,

•'and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost."

As he pronounces these words, he is to bap-

tize the child with water, by pouring or sprink-

ling it on the face of the child, without adding

any other ceremony : and the whole shall be

poncluded with prayer.

Although it is proper that baptism be ad-

ministered in the presence of the congrega-

tion
;
yet there may be cases when it will be

expedient to administer this ordinance in pri-

vate houses : of which the minister is to be the

judge.

CHAPTER VIII.

OF THE ADMIXISTRATIOX OF THE LORD's SUPPER.

I. The communion, or supper of the Lord,

ifl to be celebrated frequentlj^ ; but how often,

may be determined by the minister and elder

ship of each congregation, as they may judge

most for edification.

II. The ignorant and scandalous are not to

be adm tted tc the Lord's supper.

IIL ft 18 proper that pul lie notice should
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be gWan to the congregation, at least the Sab-

bath before the administration of this ordi-

nance, and that, either then, or on some day

of the week, the people be instructed in ita

nature, and a due preparation ior it ; that all

may come in a suitable manner to this holy

feast.

IV. When the sermon is ended, the minister

shall show,
" That this is an ordinance of Christ ; by

" reading the words of institution, either from
" one of the evangelists, or from 1 Cor. xi. chap-

"ter; which, as to him may appear expedient,
" he may explain and apply ; that it is to be
" observed in remembrance of Christ, to show
" forth his death till he come ; that it is of ines-

<' timable benefit, to strengthen his people
^ against sin ; to support them under troubles

;

"to encourage and quicken them in duty; to
'* inspire them with love and zeal ; to increase
*' their faith, and holy resolution ; and to beget

"peace of conscience, and comfortable hopes

"of eternal life."

He is to warn the profane, the ignorant, and
scandalous, and those that secretly indulge

themselves in any known sin, not to approach

the holy table. On the other hand, he shall

invite to this holy table, such as, sensible of

their lost and helpless state of sin, depend upon
the atonement of Christ for pardon and accept-

ance with God ; such as, being instructed in

the gospel (?o:;trine, have a competent know-



508 DIRECTORY FOR WORSHIP.

ledge to discern the Lord's body, and such m
desire to renounce their sins, and are deter-

mined to lead a holy and godly life.

V. The table, on which the elements are

placed, being decently covered, the breach in

convenient dishes, and the wine in cups, and

the communicants orderly and gravely sitting

around the table, (or in their seats before it,) in

the presence of the minister ; let him set the

elements apart, by prayei and thanksgiving.

The bread and wine being thus set apart by

prayer and thanksgiving, the minister is to

take the bread, and break it, in the view of

the people, saying, in expressions of this

sort :

—

" Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the same night
" in which he was betrayed, having taken bread,
" and blessed and broken it, gave it to his dis-

" ciples ; as I, ministering in his name, give this

"bread unto you ; saying, [here the bread is to

"be distributed] Take, eat: this is my body,
" which is broken for you : this do in remeir
** brance of me."

After having given the bread, he shall take

the cup, and say

—

"After the same manner our Saviour also

"took the cup; and having given thanks, as

'*hath been done in his name, he gave it to

** the di.-ciples; saying, [while the minister is

"repeating these words let liim give the cup]

"This cup is the new testament in my blood,

"which is shed for many, for the remission of

"sins • drink ye all of it
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The minister himself is to communicate, at

such time as may appear to him most conve-

nient.

The minister may, in a few words, put the

communicants in mind

—

" Of the grace of God, in Jesus Christ, held
'* forth in this sacrament ; and of their obliga-
'' tion to be the Lord's ; and may exhort them
" to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they

'^are called; and, as they have professedly
" received Christ Jesus the Lord, that they be
" careful so to walk in him, and to maintain

"good works."

It may not be improper for the minister to

give a word of exhortation also to those who
have been only spectators, reminding them

—

" Of their duty ; stating their sin and danger,
" by living in disobedience to Christ, in neg-
" lecting this holy ordinance ; and calling upon
" them to be earnest in making preparation for

" attending upon it, at the next time of its cele-

*' bration."

Then the minister is to pray and give thanks

to God,

"For his rich mercy, and invaluable good-

*' ness, vouchsafed to them in that sacred com-
'^ munion ; to implore pardon for the defects

" of the whole service ; and to pray for the ac-

" ceptance of their. persons and performances
;

" for the gracious assistance of the Holy Spirit,

" to enable them, as they have received Christ
•^ Jesus the Lord, so to walk in him ; that they

43-*
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"may hold fast that which they have received^
•' that no man take their crown ; that their con-
" versation may be as becometh the gospel

;

" that they may bear about with them, con-
" tinually, the dying of the Lord Jesus, that

"the life also of Jesus maybe manifested in

" their mortal body ; that their light may so
" shine before men, that others, seeing their

" good works, may glorify their Father who is

"in heaven."

The collection for the poor, and to defray

the expense of the elements, may be made
after this ; or at such other time as may seem
meet to tlie eldership.

Now let a psalm or hymn be sung, and the

congregation dismissed, with the following or

some other gospel benediction :

"Now the God of peace, that brought again

"from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great
" Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of

" the everlasting covenant, make you perfect

"in every good work to do his will, working
" in you that which is well-pleasing in his

"sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be

"glory for ever and ever. Amen."
VI. As it has been customary, in some parts

of our church, to observe a fast before the

Lord's supper ; to have a sermon on Saturday

and Monday ; and to invite two or three minis-

ters on such occasions ; and as these seasons

have been blessed to many souls, and may tend

to kcjp uj 1 stricter union of ministers and
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congregations ; we think it not improper that

they who choose it may continue in this prac-

tice.

CHAPTER IX.

OF TUE ADMISSIDX OF PERSONS TO SEALING ORDI-

NANCES.

I. CiiiLDREX, born within the pale of the

visible churcli, and dedicated to God in bap-

tism, are under the inspection and government
of the church ; and are to be taught to read

and repeat the catechism, the apostles' creed,

and the Lord's prayer. They are to be taught

to pray, to abhor sin, to fear God, and to obey
the Lord Jesus Christ. And, when they come
to years of discretion, if they be free from
scandal, appear sober and steady, and to have
sufficient knowledge to discern the Lord's

body, they ought to be informed it is their

dutv and their privilege to come to the Lord's

Bupi er.

I I. The years of discretion, in young Chris-

tiaps, cannot be precisely fixed. This must l)e

leff to the prudence of the eldership. The
off' jers of the church are the judges of the

qualifications of those to be admitted to sealing

oriinances; and of the time when it is proper
to admit young Christians to them.

III. Those who are to be admitted to sealing
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ordinances, shall be examined as to their knowl-

edge and piety.

IV. When unbaptized persons apply for ad-

mission into the church, they shall, in ordinary

cases, after giving satisfaction with respect to

their knowledge and piety, make a public pro-

fession of their faith, in the presence of tho

congregation ; and thereuj:jon be baptized.

CHAPTER X.

OF THE MODE OF INFLICTING CUURCH CENSURES.

I. The power which Christ hath given the

rulers of his church is for edification, and not

for destruction. As, in the preaching of the

word, the wicked are, doctrinally, separated

from the good ; so, by discipline, the church au-

thoritatively makes a distinction between the

holy and the profane. In this, she acts the

part of a tender mother, correcting her child-

ren only for their good, that every one of them

may be presented faultless, in the day of the

Lord Jesus.

II. When any member of the church shall

have been guilty of a fault deserving censure,

the judicatory shall proceed with all tenderness,

and restore their offending brother in the spirit

of meekness ; considering themselves, lest they

also be tempted. Censure ought to be inflicted

with great solemnity; that it may be the me^tna
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of impressing the mind of the delinquent ^ith

a proper sense of his danger, while he stands

excluded from the privileges of the church of

the living God ; and that, with the divine bles*

sing, it may lead him to repentance.

III. When the judicatory has resolved to

pass sentence, suspentling a member from

church privileges, the moderator shall address

him to the following purpose :

" Whereas you are guilty [by your own con-
'' fession, or convicted by sufficient proof, as the
" case may be] of the sin of [here mention the
^' particular offence] we declare you suspended
" from the sacraments of the church, till you
"give s«ttisfactory evidence of the sincerity of
" your repentance." To this shall be added
such advice, admonition, or rebuke, as may be

judged necessary ; and the whole shall be

concluded by prayer to almighty God, that he
would follow this act of discipline with his

blessing. We judge it prudent, in general,

that such censures be inflicted in the presence

of the judicatory only ; but, if any church

think it expedient to rebuke the offender pub-

licly, this solemn suspension from the bacra-

ments may be in the presence of the congre-

gation.

IV. After any person hath been thus sus-

pended from the sacraments, it is proper that

the minister, and elders, and other Christians,

should frequently converse with him, as well as

pray for him in private, that it would please
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God to give him repentjince. And it may be

requisite, likewise, particularly en days pre-

paratory to the dispensing of the Lord's sup-

per, that the prayers of the church be ofiered

up for those unhappy persons who, by their

wickedness, have shut themselves out from this

holy communion.
V. When the judicatory shall be satisfied aa

to the reality of the repentance of any offender,

he shall be admitted to profess his repentance :

and be restored to the privileges of the church.

Which restoration shall be declared to the peni-

tent in the presence of the session, or of tho

congregation, and followed with prayer and
thanks;7;ivino[;.

VI. When any offender has been adjudged

to be cut off from the communion of the church,

it is proper thai the sentence be publicly pro-

nounced against him.

VII. The design of excommunication is, to

operate upon the offender as a means of re-

claiming him ; to deliver the church from the

scandal of his offence ; and to inspire all with

fear, by the example of his punishment.

The minister shall give the church or con-

gregation a short narrative of the several steps

which have been taken with respect to their

offending brother, and inform them, that it has

been found necessary to cut him off from tho

communion : and shall in the presence of the

church or congregation pronounce this seu

tence, in the following or like form : viz.
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lie shall begin by showing the authority of

the church to c;ist out unworthy members, from

Mntt. xvili. 15, 16, IT, 18; 1 Cor. v. 1, 2, 8.

4, 5 ; and shall briefly explain the nature, use,

and consequences of this censure ; warning the

people to avoid all unnecessary intercourse with

him who is cast out.

Then he shall say,

"Whereas A. B. hath been, by sufficient

" proof, convicted of, [here insert the sin] and

"after much admonition and prayer, obsti-

'* nately refuseth to hear the church, and hath

"manifested no evidence of repentance; there-

"fore, in the name, and by the authority of

" the Lord Jesus Christ, I pronounce him to

"be excluded from the communion of the

"church."

After which, prayer shall be made that the

blessing of God may follow his ordinance, for

the conviction and reformation of the excom-

municated person, and for the establishment

of all true believers.

YIII. When one who hath been excommu-
nicated shall be so affected with his state as to

be brought to repentance, and to desire to be

re-admitted to the privileges of the church ; the

session, having obtained sufficient evidence of

his sincere penitence, shall, with the advice and
concurrence of the presbytery, restore him. In

order to which, the minister shall, on two
Lord's days previous thereto, inform the con-

gregation of the measures which have been
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taken with the excommunicated person, and
of the resolution of the session to receive him
p.gain to the communion of the church.

On the day appointed for his restoration,

when the other parts of divine service are

ended, before pronouncing the blessing, the

minister shall call upon the excommunicated
person, and propose to him, in the presence of

the congregation, the following questions:
" Do you from a deep sense of your great

" wickedness, freely confess your sin, in thus
" rebelling against God, and in refusing to hear
" his church, and do you acknowledge that you
"have been in justice and mercy cut off from
" the communion of the saints ? Answer^ I do.

*' Do you now voluntarily profess your sincere

*' repentance and deep contrition, for your sin

"and obstinacy: and do you humbly ask the
*' forgiveness of God, and of his church ? An-
" swer, I do. Do you sincerely promise, through
" divine grace, to live in all humbleness of mind
"and circumspection; and to endeavour to

"adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, by
"having your conversation as becometh the

"gospel? Anstver, I do.''

Here the minister shall give the penitent a

suitable exhortation, addressing him in the

bowels of brotherly love, encouraging and com-

forting him. Then he shall pronounce the sen-

tence of restoration, in the following words :

" Whereas you A. B., have been shut out

"from the communion of the faithful, but have
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**now manifested such repentance m gatlsfiea

**the church: in the name of the Lord Jesua
" Christ, and by his authority, I declare you
** absolved from the sentence of excommunica-
" tion formerly denounced against you ; and I

"do receive you into the communion of the
" church, that you may be a partaker of all the
" benefits of the Lord Jesus, to your eternal
*' salvation."

The whole shall be concluded with prayer,

and the people dismissed with the usual bless-

ing.

CHAPTER XI.

OP THE SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGE.

I. Marriage is not a sacrament ; nor pecn-

liar to the church of Christ. It is proper that

every commonwealth, for the good of society,

make laws to regulate marriage ; which all

citizens are bound to obey.

IL Christians ought to marry in the Lord i

therefore it is fit that their marriage be solem-

nized by a lawful minister ; that special instruc-

tion may be given them, and suitable prayera
made, when they enter into this relation.

III. Marriage is to be between one man and
one woman only ; and they are not to be within

the degrees of consanguinity or affinity prohi-

bited by the word of God.

IV. The parties ought to be of such years
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of discretion as to be capable of making tbeir

own choice : and if they be under age, or live

with their parents, the consent of the parenta

or others, under whose care they are, ought to

be previously obtained, and well certified to

the minister, before he proceeds to solemnize

the marriage.

V. Parents ought neither to compel their

children to marry contrary to their inclina-

tions, nor deny their consent without just and
important reasons.

VI. Marriage is of a public nature. The
welfare of civil society, the happiness of fami-

'ies, and the credit of religion, are deeply inter-

ested in it. Therefore the purpose of marriage

ought to be sufficiently published a proper time

previously to the solemnization of it. It ia

enjoined on all ministers to be careful that, in

this matter, they neither transgress the laws

of God, nor the laws of the community: and

that they may not destroy the peace and com-

fort of families, they must be properly certi

fied with respect to the parties applying t<

them, that no just objections lie against their

marriage.

YII. Marriage must always be performed

before a competent number of witnesses; and

at any time, except on a day of public humiliur

tion. And we advise that it be not on tl e

Lord's day. And the minister is to give a cer-

tificate o^' the marriage when required.

VJII When the parties present themseh 68
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for marriage, the minister is to desire, if there

is itny person present who knows any yawful

reas-on why these persons may not be joined

together in the marriage relation, that they will

now make it known, or over alter hold their

peace.

No objections being: made, he is then sever-

ally to address himself to the parties to be mar-
ried, in the following or like words :

*' You, the man, declare in the presence of
" God, that you do not know any reason, by
*' precontract or otherwise, why you may not

*' lawfully marry this woman."
Upon his declaring he does not, the minister

shall address himself to the bride, in the same
or similar terms :

" You, the woman, declare in the presence
" of God, that you do not know any reason, by
*' precontract or otherwise, why you may not

"lawfully marry this man."
Upon her declaring she does not, he is to

begin with prayer for the presence and blessing

of God.

The minister shall then proceed to give them
some instruction from the scriptures, respect-

ing the institution and duties of this state,

showing

—

"That God hath instituted marriage for the
*' comfort and happiness of mnnkind, in declar-
" ing a man shall forsake his father and mother,
"and cleave unto his wife; and that marriage
"is honourable in all ; that he hath appaiuted
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''various duties, "uhich are incumb int upoL
'* those who enter into this relation ; such as, a
*' high esteem and mutual love for one another

;

*' bearing with each other's infirmities and
*' weaknesses, to which human nature is sub-

*' ject in its present lapsed state ; to encourage
*' each other under the various ills of life ; to

" comfort one another in sickness ; in honesty
" and industry to provide for each other's tem-
" poral support; to pray for and encourage one
" another in the things which pertain to God,
" and to their imm^ortal souls ; and to live to-

*' gether as the heirs of the grace of life/'

Then the minister shall cause the bridegroom

and bride to join their hands, and shall pro-

nounce the marriage covenant, first to the man,
in these words

:

" You take this woman, whom you hold
" by the hand, to be your lawful and married
" wife ; and you promise, and covenant, in the
*' presence of God and these witnesses, that you
" will be unto her a loving and faithful hus-
*' band, until you shall be separated by death."

The bridegroom shall express his consent,

by saying, "Yes, I do."

Then the minister shall address himself to

the woman, in these words

:

"You take this man, whom you hold by the

" hand, to be your lawful and married husband :

" and you promise, and covenant in the pre-

"senc3 of God and these witnesses, that you
-• Yfi\] be unto hiui a loving, faithful, and ob»»
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"dient wife until you shall be sepaiated by
" death."

The bi'ido shall express hei ccnsent, by SAJ
ing, "Yes, 1 do."

Then the ministei is to say,

"I pronounce you husband and wife, accord*
" ing to the ordinance of God ; whom there-

" fore God hath joined together let no man put
" asunder."

After this the minister may exhort them in

a few words, to the mutual discharge of their

duty.

Then let him conclude with prayer suitable

to the occasion.

Let the minister keep a proper register for

the names of all persons whom he marries, and
of the time of their marriage, for the perusai

of all whom it may concern.

CHAPTER XII.

OF THE VISITATION OF TUE SICK.

I. When persons are sick, it is their duty,

before their strength and understanding fail

them, to send for their minister, and to make
known to him, with prudence, their spiritual

state ; or to consult him on the concerns of

their precious souls. And it is his duty to visit

them, at their request, and to apply himself,

with all tenderness and love, to administer spi-

ritual good to their immortal souls.

II. lie shall instruct the sick out of the scrip-
44*
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tures, that diseases arise not out of the ground,

nor do they come by chance ; but that they are

directed and sent by a wise and holy God,
either for correction of sin, for the trial of

grace, for improvement in religion, or for other

important ends: and that they shall work to-

gether for good to all ;those who make a wise

improvement of God's visitation, neither de-

spising his chastening hand, nor fainting under

his rebukes.

III. If the minister finds the sick person to

be grossly ignorant, he shall instruct him in

the nature of repentance and faith, and the

way of acceptance with God, through the me-
diation and atonement of Jesus Christ.

IV. He shall exhort the sick to examine

himself, to search his heart, and try his former

ways, by the word of God ; and shall assist

him, by mentioning some of the obvious marks
and evidences of sincere piety.

V. If the sick shall signify any scruple,

doubt, or temptation, under which he labours,

the minister must endeavour to resolve his

doubts, and administer instruction and direc-

tion, as the case may seem to require.

VI. If the sick appear to be a stupid, thought-

less, and hardened sinner, he shall endeavour

to awaken his mind ; to arouse his conscience

;

to convince him of the evil and danger of sin
;

of the cur^v} of the law, and the wrath of God
due to sinners ; to brino: him to an humble and

penitential sense of his iniquities ; and to state

befcre him thi fulnes3 of the grace and mercy
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of God, in and through the glorious Redeemer;
the absolute necessity of faith and repentance,

in order to his being interested in the favour

of God, or his obtaining everlasting happiness.

VII. If the sick person shall appear to have

knowledge, to be of a tender conscience, and to

have been endeavouring to serve God in up-

rightness, though not \vithout many failings

and sinful infirmities; or if his spirit be broken
with a sense of sin, or through apprehensions

of the want of the divine favour ; then it will

be proper to administer consolation and encou-

ragement to him, by setting before him the free-

ness and riches of the grace of God, the all-

sufficiency of the righteousness of Christ, and
the supporting promises of the Gospel.

VIII. The minister must endeavour to guard

the sick person against ill-grounded persuasions

of the mercy of God, without a vital union to

Christ ; und against unreasonable fears of death,

and desponding discouragements; against pre-

sumption upon his own goodness and merit,

upon the one hand, and against despair of the

mercy and grace of God in Jesus Christ, on the

other.

IX. In one word, it is the minister's auty to

administer to the sick peison instruction, con-

victioD, support, consolation, or encouragement,

as his cafie may seem to require.

At a proper time, when he is most c>m-
^^osed, the mi/^ister shall pruy with and for

Liui
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X. Lastly, the minister may improve tW
present occasion to exhort those about the

sick, to consider their mortality ; to turn tc

the Lord and make their peace with him ; in

health to prepare for sickness, death and judg-

ment.

CHAPTER XIII.

OF THE EURIAL OF THE FEAD.

L When any person departs this life, let the

corpse be taken care of in a decent manner;
and be kept a proper and sufficient time before

interment.

11. When the season for the funeral comes,

let the dead body be decently attended to the

grave, and interred. During such solemn oc-

casions, let all who attend conduct themselves

with becoming gravity; and apply themselves

to serious meditation or discourse : and the

minister, if present, may exhort them to con

sider the frailty of life, and the importance of

being prepared for death and eternity.

CHAPTEK XIV.
OF FASTING, AND OF THE OBSERVATION' OF TUE DAT*

OF THANKSGIVING

I. There is no day under the gospel com-

manded to be kept holy, except the .Deri's day,

which is the Christian Sabbath.
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II. Nevertheless, to observe days of fasting

and thanksgiving, as the extraordinary dispen-

sations of divine providence may direct, we
judcre both scriptural and rational.

III. Fasts and thanksgivings may be ob-

served by individual Christians ; or families,

in private ; by particular congregations ; by a

number of congregations contiguous to each

other ; by the congregations under the care of

a presbytery, or of a synod ; or by all the con

gregations of our church.

IV. It must be left to the judgment and dis-

cretion of every Christian and family to deter-

mine when it is proper to observe a private

fast or thanksgiving ; and to the church-ses-

sions to determine for particular congregations,

and to the presbyteries or synods to determine

for larger districts. When it is deemed expe-

dient that a fast or thanks2:ivins: should be

general, the call for them must be judged of

by the synod or General Assembly. And if

at any time the civil power should think it

proper to appoint a fast or thanksgiving, it is

the duty of the ministers and people of our

communion, as we live under a Christian gov-

ernment, to pay all due respect to the same.

V. Public notice is to be given a convenient

time before the day of fasting or thanksgiving

comes, that persons may so order their tempo
ral afiaiis, that they may properly attend to the

duties thereof.

VI There sha^l he public worship upon ail
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such ilays : and let the prayers, psalms, por-

tions of Scripture to be read, and sermons,

be all in a special manner adapted to the occa-

sion.

VII. On fast days, let the minister point out

the authority and providences calling to the

observation thereof; and let him spend a more
than usual portion of time in solemn prayer,

particular confession of sin, especially of the

sins of the day and place, with their aggrava-

tions, which have brought down the judgments
of heaven. And let the whole day be spent

in deep humiliation and mourning before God.

VIII. On days of thanksgiving, he is to give

the like information respecting the authority

and providences which call to the observance

of them ; and to spend a more than usual part

of the time in the giving of thanks, agreeably

to the occasion, and in singing psalms or hymns
of praise.

It is the duty of people on these days to re-

joice with holy gladness of heart ; but let

trembling be so joined with our mirth, that no

excess or unbecoming levity be indulged.

CHAPTER XV.

TUE DIRECTORY' FOR SECRET AND FAMILY WORSOIP.

I. Besides I he public worship in congrega-

tions, it is the indisj-cnsable duty of each per-
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son, alone, in secret ; and of everji fanailj, by
itself in private, to pray to, and worship God.

II. Secret worship is most plainly enjoin-ed

by our Lord. In this duty every one, apart by
himself, is to spend some time in prayer, read-

ing the Scriptures, holy meditation, and serious

self-examination. The many advantages aris-

ing from a conscientious discharge of these

duties, are best known to those who are found
in the faithful discharge of them.

III. Family worship, which ought to be per-

formed by every family, ordinarily morning
and evening, consists in prayer, reading the

Scriptures, and singing praises.

IV. The head of the family, who is to lead

in this service, ought to be careful that all the

members of his household duly attend ; and
that none withdraw themselves unnecessarily

from any part of family worship ; and that all

refrain from their common business while the

Scriptures are read, and gravely attend to the

same, no less than when prayer or praise is

offered up.

V. Let the heads of families be careful to

instruct their children and servants in the prin*

ciples of religion. Every proper opportunity

ought to be embraced fur such instruction.

Bur. we are of opinion, that ihe Sabbath eve-

nings, after public worship, should be sacredly

preserved for this purpose. Therefore we
highly disapprove of paying unnecessary pri-

vate visits en the Lord's day ; admitting stran-
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gers into the families, except when necessity

or charity requires it ; or any other practices,

whatever plausible pretences may be offered in

their favour, if they interfere with the above

important and necessary duty.

KoTE.—The followinpr 'General Rules for Judica-

tories," not liaving been submitted to the presln-teries,

make no part of the Constitution of tlie Presbyterian

Church. Yet the General Assembly of 1871, consider-

ing uniformity in proceedings in all the subordinate

iudicatories as greatly conducive to order and de8f>atch

in business, having revised and approved these rules,

recommended them to all the lower judicatories of the

Church for adoption.



APPEISDIX

GENERAL RULES FOR JUDrCATORIES.
ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 1871*

I. The Moderator shall take the chair pre-

cisely at the hour to which the judicatory

stands adjourned ; and shall immediately call

the members to order ; and, on the appearance

of a quorum, shall open the session with prayer.

II. If a quorum he assembled at the hour
appointed, and the Moderator be absent, the

last Moderator present, or if there be none,

the senior member present, shall be requested

to take his place without delay, until a new
election.

III. If a quorum be n(>t assembled at the

hour appointed, any two members shall he

competent to adjourn from time to time, that

an opportunity may be given for a quorum to

assemble.

IV. It shall be the duty of the Moderator,

at all times, to preserve order, and to endeavor
to conduct all business before the judicatory to

a speedy and proper result.

V. It shall be the duty of the Moderator,
jarefully to keep notes of the several articles

>f business which may be assigned for par-

ticular days, and to call them up at the time
appointed.

* See note on pre^eeding page.

45 529
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VI. The Moderator may speak to poi nta

of order, in preference to other members^ rising

from his seat for that purpose; and shall de-

cidf^ questions of order subject to an appeal

to tlie judicatory by any two members.
yil. The Moderator shall appoint all com-

mittees, except in those cases in which the

Judicatory shall decide otherwise.

Ylll. When a vote is taken by ballot in

any judicatory, the Moderator shall vote with

the otlier members; but he shall not vote in

any other case, unless the judicatory be equally

divided ; when, if he do not choose to vote, the

question shall be lost.

IX. The person first named on any com-
mittee shall be considered as the chairman

thereof, whose duty it shall be to convene the

committee; and, in case of his absence or in-

ability to act, the second named member shall

take his place and perform his duties.

X. It shall be the duty of the clerk, as

soon as possible after the commencement of

the sessions of every judicatory, to form a

complete roll of the members present, and

put the same into the hands of the Moderator.

And it shall also be the duty of the clerk,

whenever any additional members take their

seats, to add their names, in their proper places,

to the said roll.

XI. It shall be the duty of the clerk im-

mediately to file all papers, in the order in

which they have been read, with proper in-

dorsements, an i to keep them in perfect order.
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XII. The minutes of the last meetirg of
the judicatory shall be presented at the com-
mencement of its sessions^ and, if requisite,

read and corrected.

XIII. Business left unfinished at the last

sitting is ordinarily to be taken up first.

XIV. A motion made must be seconded,

and afterwards repeated by the Moderator, oi

read aloud, before it is debated ; and every

motion shall be reduced to writing, if the

Moderator or any member require it.

XV. Any member who shall have made a

motion, shall have liberty to withdraw it, with

the consent of his second, before any debate

has taken place thereon ; but not afterwards,

without the leave of the judicatory.

XVI. If a motion under debate contain

several parts, any two members may have it

divided, and a question taken on each part.

XVII. When various motions are made with

respect to the filling of blanks, w^ith particular

numbers or times, the question shall always

be first taken on the highest number and the

longest time.

XVIII. Motions to lay on the table, to

take up business, to adjourn, and the call for

the previous question, shall be put without
debate. On questions of order, postpone-

ment, or commitment, no member shall speak
more than once. On all other questions, each

member may speak twice, but not oftener,

without express leave of the judicatory.

XIX. When a question is under debate,
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n(> motion shall be received, unless to adjourn,

to lay on the table, to postpone indefinitely,

to postpone to a day certain, to commit, or to

amend ; which several motions shall have pre-

cedence in the order in which they are herein

arranged ; and the motion for adjournment

shall always be in order.

XX. An amendment, and also an amend-
ment to an amendment, may be moved on any

motion ; but a motion, to amend an amend-
ment to an amendment, shall not be in order.

Action on amendments shall precede action

on the original motion.

XXI. A distinction shall be observed be-

tween a motion to lay on the table for the

present^ and a motion to lay on the table un-

conditionally^ viz. : A motion to lay on the

table, /or the present^ shall be taken without

debate; and, if carried in the affirmative, the

effect shall be to place the subject on the

docket, and it may be taken up and consid-

ered at any sui)sequent time. But a motion

to lay on the table, unconfJitionalli/, shall be

taken without debate; and, if carried in the

affirmative, it shall not be in order to take

up the subject during the same meeting of the

judicatory, without a vote of reconsideration.

XXII. The previous question shall be put

in this ibrm, namely. Shall the main question

be now put? It shall only be admitted when
demanded by a majority of the members pres-

ent ; and the effect shall be to put an end to

all de)at() uid bring the body to a direct
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vote; First, on a motion to commit the sub-

ject under consideration (if such motion shall

have been made) ; secondly, if the motion

for commitment does not prevail, on pending

amendments; and lastly, on the main ques-

tion.

XXIII. A question shall not be again

called up or reconsidered at the same session

of tlie judicatory at which it ha^ been decided,

unless by the consent of two-thirds of the

members who were present at the decision
;

and unless the motion to reconsider be made
and seconded, by persons who voted with the

majority.

XXIV. A subject which has been indefi-

nitely postponed, either by the operation of

the previous question, or by a motion for in-

definite postponement, shall not be again

called up during the same session of the

judicatory, unless by the consent of three-

fourths of the members who v/ere present at

the decision.

XXV. Members ought not, without

weighty reasons, to decline voting, as this

})ractice might leave the decision of very in-

teresting questions to a small proportion of

the judicatory. Silent members, unless ex-

cused from voting, must be considered as

acquiescing with the majority.

XXVI. When the Moderator has com-
menced taking the vote, no further debate or

remark shall be admitted, unless there has

evidently been a mistake, in which case the

45*
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mistake shall be rectified, and the moderator
shall recommence taking the vote.

XXVII. The yeas and nays on any ques-

tion shall not be recorded, unless required by
one-third of the members present.

XXVIII. No member, in the course of

debate, shall be allowed to indulge in per-

sonal reflections.

XXIX. If more than one member rise to

speak at the same time, the member who is

most distant from tlie Moderator's chair shall

speak first.

XXX. When more tlian three members of

the judicatory shall be standing at the same
time, tlie Moderator sliall require all to take

their seats, the person only excepted who may
be speaking.

XXXI. Every member, when speaking,

shall address himself to the Moderator, and
shall treat his fellow-members, and especially

the Moderator, with decorum and respect.

XXXII. Xo speaker shall be interrupted,

unless he be out of order; or for the })urpose

of correcting mistakes, or misrepresentations.

XXXIII. Without ex})ress permission, no
member of a judicatory, while business is going

on, shall engage in private conversation ; nor
shall members address one another, nor any
person present, but through the Moderator.

XXXIV. It is indisjKMisable, that membere
of ecclesiastical judicatories maintain great

gravity and dignity while judicially convened

;

that they a tend closely in their '4ueecbe<=' t-^*
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the subject under consideration, and avoid

prolix and desultory harangues; and, when
they deviate from the subject, it is the privi-

lege of any member, and the duty of the

Moderator, to call them to order.

XXXV. If any member act, in any respect,

in a disorderly manner, it shall be the privi-

lege of any member, and the duty of the

Moderator, to call him to order.

XXXYI. If any member consider him-
self aggrieved by a decision of the moderator,

it shall be his privilege to appeal to the judi-

catory, and the question on the appeal shall

be taken without debate.

XXXVII. Xo member shall retire from
any judicatory without the leave of the Mode-
rator, nor withdraw from it to return home
without the consent of the judicatory.

XXXVIII. All judicatories have a right

to sit in private, on business, which in their

judgment ought not to be matter of public

speculation.

XXXIX. Besides the right to sit judicially

in private, whenever they think proper to do
so, all judicatories have a right to hold what
are commonly called "interlocutory meet-
ings,'^ in which members may freely converse
together, without the formalities which are

usually necessary in judicial proceedings.

XL. Whenever a judicatory is about to

sit in a judicial capacity, it shall be the duty
of the Moderator solemnly to announce, from
the chair, that the body is about to pass to



53G GENERAL RULES FOR o I DICATORIES.

the consideration of the business assigned

for trial, and to enjoin on the members to

recollect and regard their high character as

judges of a court of Jesus Christ, and the

solemn duty in which they are about to act.

XLI. In all cases before a judicatory,

where there is an accuser or prosecutor, it is

expedient that there be a committee of the

judicatory appointed (provided the number
cf members be sufficient to admit it w^ithout

inconvenience), who shall be called the "Ju-
dicial Committee,'^ and whose duty it shall be

to digest and arrange all the papers, and to

prescribe, under the direction of the judica-

tory, the whole order of proceedings. The
members of this committee shall be entitled,

notwithstanding tiieir ])erformance of this

duty, to sit and vote in the cause, as members
of the judicatory.

XLII. But in cases of process on the

ground of general rumor, where there is,

of course, no particular accuser, there may
be a committee a})pointed (if convenient), who
shall be called the " Committee of Prosecu-

tion,^' and who shall conduct the whole course

on the part of the prosecution. The mem-
bers of this committee shall not be permitted

to sit in judgment in the case.

XLIII. The Moderator of every judicatory

above the Church session, in finally closing

its sessions, in addition to prayer, may cause

to be sung, an appropriate psalm or hymn, and

shall pronounce the apostolical benediction.
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